
 

Minutes of the Region 9  (in person)meeting at the USDF Annual Convention in 

Houston Texas, December 5, 2024. 

Bess welcomed everyone and told them to make sure they put their name on the 

signup sheet. Those attending included Joanne Baum, Betty Beebe, Becky Brown, 

Celeste Brown, Pamela Byers, Elizabeth Clifton, Sarah Denham, Jody Lynn 

DeStefanis, Arlene Gaitan, Mykal Gray, Audris Griffith, Christina Harmon, Nancy Hinz, 

Marilyn Kulifay, Claire Oxley, Barbara Lewis, Marsha Lewis, Ruby Lewis, Zoe Lewis, 

Julie Madriguera, Sarah Jane Martin, Nicole Miller, Marsha Murray, Julia Peacock, 

Susan Peacock, Lelie Rohrer, Lynne Smith, Carolyn VandenBerg, Cynthia Werner, 

Bess reminded the GMO newsletter editors to please send her your name and email 

address. Also, any new Region 9 presidents make sure Bess is told; anything that 

needs to be changed on the website. 

Bess also reminded everyone to sign-up for the region e-news at the bottom of the 

region 9 website. Currently there are about 600 people. Bess asked that anyone that 

has information to share please let her know. Particularly if you have clinics where you 

allow auditors to attend let Bess know to get the information out. 

Bess asked everyone to please wear the convention lapel pin. The region paid for the 

pins. They were designed by Nicole, and it is the first time they were given away in 

years.  

Bess then acknowledged the PM & GMO Delegates. She also introduced Betty Beebe 

as the Horse Person of the Year for 2024. This was initially announced at the Regional 

Championships. 

It was moved by Lynn Smith and seconded by Betty Beebe that the 2025 R9 Financial 

Working Group be Sarah Jane Martin, Elizabeth Clifton and Claire Oxley. The motion 

passed. 

We then discussed convention items and BOG proposals. Bess asked that the national 

members of committees relate business to all present. 

Carolyn VandenBerg said that the Regional Championships Committee reviewed a 

survey that was sent out. She said that the committee went over host site bid forms to 

host championships and whether the show did what they said on the applications. She 

then discussed how applications are selected. Regional Directors pick people who 

review the application(s) & recommend which shows are picked, giving pros & cons.  

We then discussed the new Regional championship dates and location. Bess said that 

she talked with GSEC and that we have the dates for 2025, 2026 and 2027. Sarah 

Jane asked if we should change SWDC dates. The room voted no. 



We then discussed the NAYC. Marsha Lewis spoke about any change of venue for 

NAYC in 2026, 2027. We discussed that there is discussion that ponies be allowed in 

the Childrens (12-14) division. At this time, they may only ride horses.     

Marilyn Kulifay reminded us that there will be TD sessions Friday. 

Marilyn Kulifay encouraged us to attend a competition management coping strategies 

here at the convention. 

Sarah Denham then discussed GMO applications for adult education grants. 

We then discussed BOG proposals. We will elect President and Treasurer. There are 

also bylaws changes. There is an action to allow non-voting GMOs to have between 8 

members- up to 25 members. This means that they still can be a GMO but can’t have a 

delegate. There are language changes involving Para dressage. This is because now 

USDF will be their umbrella instead of USEF. This means that a para person 

representative will be on all national committees. There will be a change to add 4-year-

old geldings to the sport horse prospect year end awards. The BOG will begin Friday 

from 1-4 and continue Saturday from 8-10. 

Bess then got a count for the Salute Gala to find out how many tables to reserve. 

It was announced that the USDF Finals for 2025 will be October 30 through November 

2 at WEG in Ohio.  After 2025 there will be a decision on where the 2027 venue will be.  

Our 2025 regional championships will be October 2nd through 5th, in Katy, TX.  

Dressage Foundation Jenny Johnson and Sara Weiss came and talked about 

expanding our grants for 2025.  Currently our region has the Evie Tumlin Award, March 

1st and the Teaching Excellence Award in August. The Foundation Century club 

awarded 120 people for this year. They also said they were giving away chocolate, 

pens and notebooks upstairs in their booth.  

Bess then made announcements about upcoming events. There will be a L Program 

Part 2 in Houston, hosted by HDS. It is being held at two shows: HDS, and Marilyn‘s 

show- the first weekend of March.   

There will be a Freestyle Seminar on March 8, hosted by Dallas Dressage Club.  

Elizabeth Clifton and Sarah Denham are planning an instructor certification program. 

Region 9 has not had one since it was revamped.  

The USDF Trainers Conference Symposium in Florida, will be on January 20th and 21st, 

2025.   

Our next Region 9 (2025) Summer meeting will be in New Orleans on a July weekend 

which has not been set yet. Host is SEDA.  

The next USDF Convention will be in Lexington, KY December 4th - 6th 2025. 



The World cup will be in Fort Worth, TX in April 2026. Tickets are already being sold.  

Bess recognized Arlene Gaitan and Nicole Miller for their work on the Omnibus.   

Bess brought forth 4 Proposals for the Omnibus  

1) Ad submitted before deadline gets their name in drawing, to be held in December 

2025, for their next year Ad to be free. One winner will be drawn.  

2) Person bringing in $600 worth of new ad(s) get free stall.  

3) Calling committee for cold calls volunteers (Christina Harmon, Celeste Brown for 

2025) 

4) Change in ad to 1/3, 1/2, and full sized.  

Christina Harmon moved, and Claire Oxley seconded to approve all four proposals. 

And the motion passed. 

Stephan Hienzsch, USDF Executive Director came into the meeting. He thanked Bess 

Bruton for her work as Regional Director and for re-inventing the USDF convention 

pins. Questions were raised about the membership of USDF. He said that all 

categories of membership are slightly down and that it is an on-going trend.  

Kevin Reinig who is running for USDF president came in asking for our votes. He is our 

current vice president. Our members asked him questions.  

The meeting was adjourned. 


