
Minutes of Region 9 meeting 14 November 2024, 6:30 PM 

This is a Zoom meeting, provided by USDF with Sarah Garn assisting. Those present included Regional 
Director, Bess Bruton, host, Betty Beebe, Christine Cashel, Elizabeth Clifton, Leslee Covington, Alecia Daniel, 
Jody DeStefanis HDS President, Arlene Gaitan, Christina Harmon, Barbara Harty, Nancy Hinz, Jim 
Humphreys, Jane Homan, Marilyn Kulifay, Marsha Lewis, Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Regina Milliken, 
Claire Oxley, Leslie Rohrer, Lynne Smith, Virginia Johnson, Carolyn Vandenberg, Sandy Venneman, Ckaurem, 
and Gloria. 

Claire Oxley moved and Marilyn Kulifay seconded to approve the agenda. The motion carried. 

Aleica Daniel, nomination chair, gave a report on the delegates. The six PM Delegates include Betty Beebe, 
Arlene Gaitan, Marilyn Kulifay, Sarah Jane Martin, Barbara Richardson-Lewis, and Carolyn VandenBerg,  The 
GMO Delegates include  Alamo Dressage - Claire Oxley, BACH - Sarah Jane Martin (Proxy), Central Plains 
Dressage Society - Christina Harmon, Central Texas Dressage Society - Lynne Smith, Dallas Dressage Club - 
Barbara Lewis (Proxy), Houston Dressage Society - Sarah Denham, Oklahoma Dressage Society - Joanne 
Baum, Southern Eventing Dressage Association - Nicole Miller (Proxy), and Tri State Dressage - Arlene Gaitan 
(Proxy). Alicia also said we still need delegates from Arkansas Dressage Society and Northeast Texas 
Dressage. 

We discussed items to come before the BOG, which will begin at 1 PM Friday. Delegates need to be there. A 
draft agenda is on the USDF website.  We then discussed bylaw changes that will come before the BOG. 

Alecia Daniel moved, and Christina Harmon seconded that we accept the Summer meeting minutes. The 
motion passed.   Bess mentioned that the GMOs that did not send in reports to the Summer Meeting can still 
send them in & they will be posted on the website. 

The 2025 R9 summer meeting will be held in New Orleans July 19th or July 12th. More information will be 
available at the Dec mtg. This will be the SEDA 50th anniversary.  2025 will also be the DDC 50th anniversary. 

FEI JR/YR representative Marsha Lewis talked about their clinic occurring November 2&3 at Paragon Farms 
with George Williams. Our Juniors won Bronze at the Junior Team Championships. At the Region 9 Regionals 
the youth had a youth tack stall.  This weekend Lilo Fore will be at Twinwood Equestrian Center. Nancy Hinz 
talked about the youth outreach clinics. Really geographically diverse and helpful encouraging youth.  

Bess then discussed the E news online emails. 583 were sent out in Oct and 51% were opened. This is the 
one Nichole sends out. And can be signed up for. We had 10,255 visitors on our region 9 website.  The USDF 
sends out a monthly email with an e news report that goes to all Region 9 members. 

Bess reported on T-shirt sales. They were blue this year & Bess plans to change the 2025 color.  She sold all 
31 taken to championships. We made $56.93 from the online store. The sale runs from the end of July to the 
middle of September.  We discussed the Omnibus. $7765 was the income, however $2140 hasn't been 
collected. Omnibus hard copies will be available to buy at the convention R9 Meeting. 

Betty Beebe is the 2024 Horse Person of the Year.    The 2024 TEA Award was not given out.  

Sarah Jane Martin gave an SWDC report. SWDC gave HDS $2550 for volunteers this year. More qualifying 
fees were collected this year but there were less rides down center line. 

Jody DeStefanis, is the new HDS Pres. The R9 2024 Championship Show had great weather, but was down in 
numbers. HDS Schooling Championship Show is Dec 7th, at the GSWEC.  

Leslie Rohrer-Membership- has created a new feature for the R9 E News: “Test Your Dressage IQ”, Q & A 
section.  



Bess said the Convention agenda is on the USDF website.  The lapel pins are made & can be obtained at the 
Region 9 table. Bring GMO Baskets. R9 Mtg. is Thurs., Dec 5, 1-2:40 pm. 

Bess adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM.       


