FEI Jr/Yr /Youth 2025 Summer Mtg Report

1. Region 9 is sending a total of 7 riders from four states (TX, AR, LA, ad OK) to
the North American Championships! This is our largest representation in several
years. Region 9 is sending a team of 3 Young Riders to 2025 NAYC with chef
Marsha Lewis.

2. Region 9 is sending a partial team of Juniors (2) that will be mixed with Region
7 Juniors to make a team of four with Chef Ben Winger.

3. Region 9 is sending a partial team of Children (2) that will be mixed with a
rider from Region 4 to make a team of 3 with Chef Ben Winger.

4. This is the first year of the Children division. Ponies are allowed in this
division in North America only. Everyone is very pleased that the Children's
division will be a true championship division with full teams from the US and
Canada in its first year. Juniors will also be a championship division. The Young
Riders will be run like a Nations Cup because Canada is not fielding a full team
(they are fielding one team of three).

5. Region 9 donations were able to support entry fees and stabling as well as
sponsor banners, Chef Ben Winger, thank yous, and other team community
items, thanks to the sponsors (see the sponsor banners attached). They are
going decked out in team gear thanks to additional "in-kind" sponsors that have
a personal interest in the team.

6. Newsletters are being sent to youth to keep them and their parents
informed. | have received many positive responses to the newsletter. | would
like to expand to trainers and coaches as well.

7. A private website was created for NAYC team members to distribute
information and keep everyone up to date. We often have a high number of first-
time participants, and this helps focus parents on details without losing sight of
the big picture (hopefully).

8. | will post on social media as youth events occur and throughout NAYC. | can
also post updates from the US Festival of Champions, as we will be attending as
well. | welcome and would love input from anyone who has a youth event and
would like to share in the newsletter.

9. We have one more upcoming Lendon Gray TEAM clinic coming up
November 22-23, 2025 with Lilo Fore at Twinwood Equestrian in Fulshear, TX.



10. The FEI Youth clinic will be at Paragon Farms in Conroe, TX, with Anne
Gribbons on November 8-9, 2025.

11. In 2026, we will be able to run a Region 9 Youth Outreach clinic. | am always
concerned that we have too many programs in Texas, particularly in the Houston
area. However, the map of youth indicates that this area has the highest
population density.

| want to propose that we hold three satellite outreach youth clinics in different
areas of our region on the same weekend, like Oklahoma/Arkansas and
Mississippi/Louisiana, in addition to Texas. We could try to work with at least
three different barns across our region. Each barn hosts a youth outreach clinic
with a highly recommended, approved local instructor, and we will hold the
educational lectures together over Zoom and have t-shirts or hats for all
participants in the region. These young athletes can see each other at shows,
etc., and have something in common. Let me know what you think, and if there
is any interest in that.

12. | have an idea to increase youth involvement in recognized shows. Youth
involvement will grow if we can gear equitation classes to be inclusive of walk-
trot and training-level athletes. Currently, the dressage seat equitation class is
geared to first level and up. Trainers and parents enter their youth who compete
at the intro level and are discouraged when they do not do well. But, they won't
do well because the standard is first level and up. It would be more welcoming
to include a walk-trot intro equitation class and a training level equitation class
with region-wide finals through the SWDC. | know it is two more classes, etc. It
could be key for increasing youth involvement. | would not necessarily break it
down by youth age, but start with 18 and under or under 18 for athletes who
have not competed above the introductory level, or for athletes who have not
competed above the training level. It will take a couple of years to catch on, but
this feels like something that will grow as people become aware. Please feel free
to share this idea to expand opportunities for entry-level youth in group
equitation classes geared toward Intro and training level riders. Expanding the
base will trickle up over time and keep dressage relevant in our area. Let me
know if this is of interest.

13. We started hosting a youth meet-up stall at recognized shows to share
information and answer parents' questions. One of my parents donated water
bottles and goody bags for each youth member. It went very well at the 2024
Region 9 Champs. | signed up over 25 youth for my newsletter just at that show.

Marsha Lewis, R9



FEI Jr/Yr Coordinator



