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A second summer of extreme heat across the region, caused several shows to have a 
reduced number of participants.  
This included the 2024 GAIG/ USDF Region 9 Dressage Championships, and Houston 
Dressage Society Autumn Classic, and Southwest Dressage Championships. Despite 
there being a slight decrease in the number of horses entered, the show was a 
resounding success. This year’s theme was “Bright Lights of Broadway”. The weather 
was good, and the facility along with their staff was superb.  HDS, the volunteers and 
officials all did an awesome job to put on a top rated show. Activities included a stall 
decorating contest; Battle of the Barn Baskets – benefiting the R9 Jr/YR’s; an Ask the TD 
session; Mamma Mia Wedding Celebration reception; the Region 9 Banquet, & freestyle 
rides; and a scavenger hunt. Thanks to Black Star Sport Horses for being the Presenting 
Sponsor of the Autumn Classic.  

The Region 9 Horse Person of the Year recipient was Betty Beebe. Betty has been on 
the board of Central Texas Dressage Society for 12 years. Serving in many different 
areas as a volunteer. She is also the Region 9 Adult Education Chair, writing several 
articles a year for the R9 e-news. And serves as a PM Delegate to the annual USDF 
conventions. Betty is always there to help, along with a smile and a great open heart.  

The Region 9 Teaching Excellence Award was not given this year. We encourage all 
instructors / teachers to apply in the future. Go to The Dressage Foundation for more 
information. www.dressagefoundation.org 
Meg Flemming, who created this idea, got it running 16 years ago… and has been thru 
all the growing pains… is retiring from being the Region 9 TEA Chair. Sarah Denham – 
(the 2023 recipient) - has graciously taken the reins. Thank you to both Meg and Sarah 
for a very important contribution to Region 9 and dressage !!  

The Evie Tumlin Memorial Fund is for amateur riders to help them pursue education 
for themselves and their horses. Congratulation to this year’s recipient- Danielle 
Aymond. To find out more information about this fund go to The Dressage Foundation.  

Our GMOs were busy holding shows, clinics, camps, and seminars this summer. All 
those elected on the boards, committees, etc., & keep these organizations running…are 
volunteers. We thank them for spreading information, and education about dressage.  

Region 9 Jr/YR’s held a successful and fun USDF Youth Outreach Clinic with Nancy 
Hinz, at Rolling Ridge Stable. And is preparing for the USDF FEI Youth Clinic coming up 
in November, at Paragon Farms, with George Williams.  
2024 NAYC- six riders went- team of four in the Jr division Mallory Macomber, Addy 
Batchelller, MK Connatser, and Ben McWhorter, who won Bronze. Two Young riders, 
who achieved fourth place on a team with Region 6. Congratulations to all the riders. 
And thanks Marsha Lewis, the Region 9 Jr/ Yr Coordinator, and Chef d équipe for all her 
hard work, and long hours. We also want to thank everyone who helped raise funds this 
summer for the Jr/YR program.  
The 2024 Region 9 (in person) Summer Meeting hosted by Brazos Association of 
Classical Horsemanship (BACH), was held in Bryan/College Station, Tx. on July 19- 21. 
It started on Friday with a tour of the Texas A&M Vet School – Large Animal Hospital. 



Followed by an all day meeting / networking session on Saturday including the GMO & 
R9 board members/ representatives giving reports, and exchanging ideas. And Amy 
Raines led an active discussion on attracting & keeping volunteers.  
We held a silent auction, and voted on the 2024 R9 T-shirt design contest. Thanks to 
Nicole Miller for submitting the winning design. On Sunday we were treated to a tour of a 
wildlife center that rescues animals, and Parsons Mounted Calvary.  

Southern Eventing & Dressage Association is hosting next summer’s July 2025 Region 9 
meeting, in New Orleans.  

Our next Region 9 zoom meeting is Nov 14th, followed by the in-person meeting during 
the Houston Convention.  

We are excited to be hosting the 2024 Adequan/USDF Annual Convention, in 
Houston, Texas.  
PM Delegates elected to represent our Participating Members at the Board of 
Governors: Betty Beebe; Arlene Gaitan; Marilyn Kulifay; Sarah Jane Martin; Barbara 
Lewis; Carolyn VandenBerg. 

Our 18 Region 9 Board positions consist of 14 members/volunteers. They are all active 
in the national committees & programs, representing Region 9 & our members, working 
to keep them informed.  
A recent Region 9 Board change…Marsha Lewis is taking over as the Region 9 National 
Youth Chair from Jessica Fan.  

The Region 9 Omnibus, which is published in October, is chock full of information for all 
our members – (as is the Region 9 Website, E-News, & Facebook page).  
Check them out !!!! 
Included: GMO contacts & benefits; R9 board members; regional award winners; shows; 
clinics; Judges, TD’s & L Grads; instructors/trainers; the current dressage test; and 
information/Region 9 Recipients of The Dressage Foundation. We appreciate the 
Dressage Foundation. It is intertwined into the fabric of our region, helping to fund, both 
our members and GMOs, as they work toward their dressage goals/ dreams.  

Just released… our GMO’s shine again with USDF GMO awards:  
Region 9 GMO Volunteer of the Year: Janelle Williams- Edmond, OK (Central Plains 
Dressage Society). 
GMO Newsletter Award: (75-174 members) 1st Place: Southern Eventing & Dressage 
Association 
GMO Website Award: (75-174 members) 1st Place: Southern Eventing & Dressage 
Association 

On a sad note, we have lost two members in the last few months… Katherine Jacoby, 
and Bruce Lawrie. They both were an integral part of our region for many years, and will 
be greatly missed.  

The hills and valleys are part of being a community in which people truly care about 
each other, and about a passion we all love. 
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