Minutes of the meeting of USDF Region 9 on 17 November 2023 at 6:30 PM. The meeting was hosted as a zoom
meeting. The meeting was called to order by Bess Bruton. Those present included Sarah Jane Martin, Jim Humphreys,
Christina Harmon, Nicole Miller, Lynne Smith, Regina Milliken, Leslie Rohrer, Barbara Harty, Marilyn Kulifay, Leslie
Covington, Carolyn Vandenberg, and Sherry Guess also telephone no. 1 (217) 971 6096.

Bess welcomed the participants.

PM delegates present included Delegates present Marilyn Kulifay, Sarah Jane Martin and Carolyn VandenBerg. Not
present PMs were Arlene Gaitan, Elizabeth Clifton, and Barbara Lewis. Bess asked if there were any additions for the
agenda. There were none.

Bess then asked if there were any changes to the minutes of the summer meeting. Marilyn had two changes 1) add “She
is compiling a list of competition contacts.” 2) She reminded us that our website is listing L graduates who are following
the USDF requirements.

Lynne Smith moved that we approve the minutes as amended, Jim Humphreys seconded the motion, and the minutes
were approved.

Bess announced that the Year End Reports are listed on the website. She reminded all GMOs and Regional Board
Members to make sure that they have a report listed on the website. The timeline for these should be from summer to
summer, July to July.

The next Summer Meeting will be July 19,20,21st. BACH will host the meeting in College Station. They are planning
multiple experiences such as a visit to the Vet school and the George Bush library.

On November 18th and 19th George William will be giving a young rider clinic at Paragon Farms.

Nicole Miller gave an e-news update. Currently there are 700 subscribers. Most people actually click on it to read. She
also talked about Facebook and is going to add Instagram.

Bess gave a Region 9 t-shirt report. She said that the region didn’t sell as many as last year. She sold 22 at the
Championships. The total profit was $ 404.32 from the Championship and the online store. There was then a discussion
about whether we should continue to sell them. It was decided we should continue them for at least another year.

Bess then gave an Omnibus update. Currently we have $4295 from ads. Not every advertiser has paid. We only sold 7 at
the Championship show. Currently the printing is $1507.72, up from last year. There was a discussion about continuing
the Omnibus.

The Region 9 Championship report will be on the website. Carolyn and Arlene hosted a HPQOY 30th anniversary reception
and a number of recipients attended the Saturday night banquet.

The SWDC report was given by Sarah Jane Martin, Chairman of SWDC. The annual SWDC meeting was held at the
Championships, and a few people showed up asking that we add pony classes. It was decided to try adding upper levels.
It was voted that Training Pony will stand alone, First and Second levels will be combined and Third and Fourth levels will
be added as a combined class. The qualifying score will be the same 56%. Usually, we try a new class for two years but
with a $500.00 sponsorship for each new class. Hopefully SWDC will receive sponsorships for this. It was also decided
that if we have less than 6 people qualified for a class, we will not give the prize money for the class. This will give a
larger amount of money to the classes that fill. We will only award medals, ribbons, and chairs. There was a proposal that
we do not require participation of the riders in the awards ceremony. This was voted down. Therefore, we will still
require the top three competitors to come.

It was announced at the Championships that Horse Person of the Year was Nettie Oleson. And that the Teaching
Excellence award was given to Sarah Denham this year.

Leslie Rohrer spoke about membership news. USDF has disbanded its membership committee. Leslie is working on a
GMO flyer with USDF.



Bess announced that the USDF Freestyle committee asked the Executive Board to be absorbed by the Judges committee.
In our region the Dallas Dressage Club puts on a Regional Freestyle seminar each year.

It was noted that there has been a request to the Executive Board to have a separate mature division in the awards.
There was a discussion. It was noted that we already have Vintage horse of the year awards.

It was noted that the membership let delegates know how you want your PM delegates and GMO delegates to vote.

Our next regional meeting will occur on November 30 at the convention in Omaha. The convention agenda is on the
USDF website.

The at large directors will be voted on at convention. Also, there is a proposal that there should be a dues increase,
since 7 years since we had one. The proposal is to add $1 to GMOs membership fees and PM fees. Qualifying fees are
also on the increase. We discussed the Finals expenses. The budget for finals is a net zero. The Ex Board is proposing to
increase the finals travel fund.

The 2025 summer meeting will be hosted by SEDA.

The 2024 USDF Convention will be in Houston around the galleria area. It was noted that a region usually hosts a
welcome party at the convention.

We voted to have the November zoom meeting in 2024 on Wednesday or Thursday instead of Friday and 7 instead of
6:30.

Bess reminded all GMOs that we will again have GMO baskets this year and to send one.
Bess asked for GMO history documents.

Carolyn moved and Leslie seconded that we adjourn the meeting, The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned at
9 PM.



