
Minutes of the meeting of USDF Region 9 on November 30, 2023, at the USDF Convention in Omaha, Nebraska.  Bess 
Bruton, Regional Director, called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. Bess welcomed everyone, and we introduced 
ourselves. Those attending included Elizabeth Clifton, Sarah Denham, Natasha Fernandez, Arlene Gaitan, Audris Griffeth, 
Christina Harmon, Jennifer Jarvis, Marilyn Kulifay, Barbara Lewis, Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Claire Oxley, and 
Carolyn VandenBerg.	

It was decided to table the minutes of the last meeting until the summer meeting.	

Bess and Arlene gave an Omnibus report. Bess brought 4 Omnibus for sale. All four sold for $20 apiece instead of the 
usual $25 because there was no postage to include in the cost. Bess said that she only sold 7 at the championships and 
only sold one Online. There was a discussion of whether we should continue to publish the Omnibus. Arlene said that 
$9320 was made in Omnibus advertising. Only $4460 has been collected which leaves $4860 still to be paid. Ads are due 
in August mid-month.  We decided to continue publishing the Omnibus.	

The Dressage Foundation visitors came to speak to our group.  It was stated that in 2023 our region received 10 grants. 
Also we had 5 century club rides. TDF manages two region 9   grants the Teaching Excellence Grant and the Evie Tumlin 
Grant. They encouraged us to bid on their online auction. The bidding ends Sunday night. 	

Bess appointed three volunteers for finance working group. They were Sarah Jane Martin, Clair Oxley, and Elizabeth 
Clifton.  	

Bess encouraged us to read the Region 9 e-news and to have GMOs to send news once a month. Nicole sends this out, 
you can sign up on the regional website. There is also an email sent out by USDF. 	

We then discussed GMO communication. Bess is asking for information on how you get members and how you 
communicate.	

It was announced that Joan Darnell will be giving a freestyle cclinic hosted by DDC, Feb 17th. ADA is hosting Kristie Wysoki 
Feb 9,10,11. The clinic will occur the first two days and Sunday will have a judges seminar.	

July 19,20,21 2024 will be the summer meeting. This will be hosted by BACH in College Station.  	

Dec 4-7th 2024 USDF will host their convention in Houston. It will be at the JW Marriot in Galleria. Most Regions host a 
welcome party. Usually, the region covers ½ the cost. Normally the welcome budget is $5000. We then discussed things 
we could give to attendees.  	

We discussed the welcome party at this meeting. Beer Can Alley will be the free convention activity. 	

Marsha Lewis and Bess are working on an Outreach Clinic for youth with TDF.  	

There was a reminder to check the Omnibus for region 9 Judges and TDs. Please help our region 9 Officials maintain their 
license.	

It was announced that BOG starts at 1 tomorrow Friday and lasts till 4. Saturday morning it will resume for the morning. 
We will block off two rows near the back for everyone. 	

We counted how many were going to attend the Gala on Saturday. 	

During the meeting this year’s candidates came in to speak.	

 Administrative Council candidates that came were Cindi Wylie, Fl , Region 3 and  Anne Moss, PA,  Region 1, 	

Technical Council candidates were Sue McKeown, MA, the incumbent (would be 3rd term) , and  Janet Foy, CO.	

Activities Council candidate Sue Mandas who has no opposition. 	

We discussed topics from the Executive Board meeting that we would be voting on in the BOG. 	

This included bylaws changes, dues increase for 2025, a JR handler award for Sport Horse and the At Large Directors.	



It was also announced that there is a website, signup.com, which tracks volunteer hours. 	

The meeting was adjourned without a vote.	

Submitted by Sarah Jane Martin, Secretary


