Alamo Dressage Association Report for 2023

So far 2023 has been a very successful year for the Alamo Dressage Association and the Covid
“bounceback” seems to be largely behind us.

Our flagship event is our recognized show in late March or early April, depending on where Easter falls in
the calendar. This year our show celebrated 50 years of dressage in San Antonio commencing with the
first Texas Dressage Society show in 1973 at the Freeman Coliseum. The history of dressage here got a
nice writeup in the USDF Connection magazine during the spring. Our show was well attended with lots
of riders from town and surrounding areas. The event ran smoothly, thanks to the efforts of Carolyn
Vandenberg and Arlene Gaitan as well as our beloved and thankfully reliable horde of volunteers. Some
helpful sponsors and a busy silent auction helped us make this a profitable event for our club. We are
already looking forward to next year’s show.

In addition to the recognized shows we managed a spring and fall virtual show which saw a number of
entrants and provided some L judges the opportunity to practice their skills. These continue to be
successful and we will continue putting them on at least twice a year.

One of our main educational events got a new format this year. We have for several years held an L
judge training symposium which has always been well attended by L judge program participants from
around the country. This year our symposium presenter was Cesar Torrente and we paired his Sunday
symposium course with a two day riding clinic on the preceding Friday and Saturday. This was very well
received and sold out all available ride times quite quickly. We will be using this format again next year
as well.

We were finally able to hold an in person awards banquet to recognize our volunteers of the year and
members who had qualified for bronze medals or won rider achievement awards. After three years of
virtual awards ceremonies or trying to gin up some sort of reception at the end of a show day, this was a
pleasant change and everyone was happy to get a more normal event in.

Our education chair, Kelly Martinez has done an amazing job in putting together various seminars and
clinics for members that are free or very inexpensive. This year we have had clinics on braiding, show
entry (provided by Susan Peacock), demonstrations on horse massage, lectures on nutrition and leaky
gut syndrome in horses, and others. Next month we are holding a potluck social and used tack sale.

Membership remained steady and even grew slightly. We still have a relatively low number of youth
riders at the moment and are looking for new ways to engage these folks. In town it seems currently
that most new young riders are going hunter jumper rather than dressage.

This has been a good year for our club and we are working to build on that momentum to offer lots of
education and riding opportunities for our members in the coming year.



