
Minutes of the August 4, 2022 USDF Region 9 summer zoom meeting. Bess Bruton opened the 
meeting at 7:05 pm, welcoming everyone. She announced that Nettie Olsen was running the zoom 
meeting.  

Attendees included Betty Beebe, Becky Brown, Alecia Daniel, Arlene Gaitan, Angel Gunn, Sherry 
Guess, Jane Holman, Kay Kamish, Marilyn Kulifay, Jennifer Landers, Marsha Lewis, Ruby Lewis, 
Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Nicole Miller, Lisa Del Mundo, Nettie Olsen, Leslie Roher, Pat 
Senn, and Lynn Smith. 

Bess announced that there were several changes in the Region 9 Board. Masha Lewis will be the 
new Junior/ young rider coordinator, and Betty Beebe has taken over the Adult Ed from Donna 
Meyer. Sherry Guess is helping the GMOs. 

Bess thanked Inez Campbell for writing and publishing the new NAYC Guideline Book for Jr/Yr, FEI 
Youth.  

Bess is looking for older printed omnibus, to add to the regions historical files.  

It was moved by Sherry Guess and seconded by Becky Brown to approve the minutes from the 
December Regional Meeting with one date change in paragraph six. The motion passed. 

Nettie Olsen gave the Treasurer’s report.   She shared her screen on zoom.   The finances can be 
seen on the Region 9 website. We had an income of $50,487.06 with expenses of $42,143.14 leaving 
a net of $8343.92. Without the JR/YR moneys there was a net of $6919.79. The JR/YR 2022 income 
was $39557.50 with expenses of $38139.45, producing a profit $1424.13 Our Omnibus profit was 
$8024.89 and the t-shirt sale raised $370.14. Five percent of the omnibus money was moved to the 
Emergency Fund ($401.24). A discussion was held as to whether we should continue to produce T-
shirts. It seemed that the overall opinion was that the shirts are good for cohesiveness and 
advertising.  It was determined that QR codes could be used for sales. Discussed was the possiblity 
of adding baseball caps & visors. Leslie Rohr moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted, Betty 
Beebe seconded the motion and it was approved. 

Sarah Jane Martin, Chairman of SWDC gave the SWDC report. Swdc was formed in 1988. She 
reported that chairs will again be the Championship prize and that saddle covers will be the reserve. 
Costs were up again this year. With an increase of $10.00 this year, they will be $91 each plus 
embroidery costs. She announced that SWDC has had several shows in the region that advertised  
they were SWDC approved when they were not. She suggested that competitors check the SWDC 
website to make sure the shows where they are competing are recognized. She said it is a good idea 
for riders check the qualified riders list on the website before the end of the competition year to 
resolve any reporting errors. Typically, qualifiers take approximately four weeks to appear. She 
appealed for donations to help fund the 2022 awards. 

Bess then discussed various deadlines for grants and programs. She reminded all about the small 
GMO USDF Convention travel grant, 

We then had the Region 9 board reports. 

Betty Beebe gave the adult education report. Yearly education ideas included several interesting 
events.  BACH efforts included a ride a test, trailer training clinic and a saddle fitting clinic. Fort Worth 
did a bit fitting clinic. Oklahoma had a Lilo Fore symposium which was a free mounted clinic for their 
volunteers. Dallas did a free style clinic and CTDS had six schooling shows and a symposium in July. 
Betty reminded that for the Region 9 ed grants GMOs have to apply 30 days before the event. 



Becky Brown gave the JR/YR report. Becky is the chef this year. Only a total of 43 horses will be 
going this year. There will be a lot of regions without a team with such a small number. Regions will 
blend to have teams. Region 9 has three total competitors and will be blending with Region 3. Becky 
says that she will be working with Marsha this next year, mentoring her to take over. This year there 
will be a fall clinic with Lilo Fore at Twin Wood and the clinic will open to Juniors, Young Riders and 
children.  

The Region 9 Horse Person of the Year was discussed by Bess as Carolyn was not present.  She 
reminded everyone that the 15th of August is the deadline to nominate. In 2023 we will honor past 
recipients, at the Regional Championships dinner. HPOY was first awarded in 1993.  

Leslie Roher discussed membership issues. She said that there have been two National surveys. 
One was done in 2019. It was designed to determine how people invested personal time. Most 
persons answering valued recognition (medals plaques and trophies). Second place was prize 
money.  In 2021 people spent their time going to competitions. It was determined that we need to 
reach out beyond competitions. Also, not all the USDF platforms are being used. It was suggested 
that we need new member orientation to show members how to use their membership  

Alicia Daniels gave the nominating committee report. The region could have 6 delegates but only 4 
ran for election. Our delegates are Betty Beebe, Elizabeth Clifton, Marilyn Kulifay, and Sarah Martin. 
Our region will still have all its votes but the will be split by 4 instead of 6. Alicia remined GMOs that 
they need to submit their proxies to USDF by August 31th.  

Arlene reminded that the Omnibus deadline is August 25th. This year the Omnibus will have the new 
tests in them.  

Marilyn gave the Sport Horse Report. September 2,3 and 4 will be three separate one day shows. 
The last day will be the Southern Series Championship. The shows will be held at Haras, just north of 
Tomball. August 16th is the entry deadline. 

Nicole Miller gave the website report. We had some down time earlier this year but it is now fixed. 
Most people visit between the times of 6 & 1 and then 5 & 9. Nicole said that the monthly regional 
newsletter is popular. Currently 703 get it   She announced that 92% of the followers are women.  

Marilyn discussed the Judges and Ls. We have had a lot of regional support for continuing education 
and some Ls are renewing their ed requirements. Her report is on the website. 

Carolyn’s TD report is on the website. Arlene Gaitan is our newest TD.  The national TD committee 
has created task groups.  USEF finished Annex A in June and it is available for inspection on the 
website. 

There were 7 GMO reports sent in and they are on the website.  

Angel reported on the Championships, The theme this year will be Region 9 in Wonderland.  

Angel also gave the CDI report. It was smaller this year with 18 competitors. There were 29 in 2021. 
The 2022 CDI lost $15,000. This cost was off set by the rest of the HDS shows. HDS will be having a 
CDI again in 2023. Now our CDI will be able to be used as qualifying for Festival. This is new this 
year, since the CDI doesn’t have to be three star. 

The L program was discussed by Sherry Guess. In this region they are doing it in different way. It is 
being conducted by 3 different GMOs, ODS, OK Plains, and Kansas Dressage and Eventing. There 



are almost 20 participants and 30 auditors.  There have been 2 sessions and will have another in 
October. 

Sherry also spoke on the GMO challenge, She says we don’t have figures yet for the percentage 
increase. One value of GMO membership is that it will allow you to compete without a participating 
membership but just not in the regional championships and for national awards. Sarah Jane reminded 
that you don’t need a participating membership to compete in SWDC and in fact no memberships are 
needed. 

Nicole, Bess, and Sherry discussed the effort to change the Region 9 policy and procedures as listed 
on the website. Most of the changes were deemed to be cosmetic. One thing was that it changed the 
webmaster pay from $500 to $1000 a year.  Leslie Roher moved to accept the changes. Nicole Miller 
seconded the motion and it passed.  

We then looked at the artwork for the 2022 t-shirt designs. There were two entries. We voted and 
design number one won.  

It was announced that the USDF Convention will be in Kentucky, Nov 30 to Dec 3rd. It was decided 
that there will be a Zoom meeting two weeks before convention. 

Bess asked for any new business. She was told that Barbara Harty was wondering if there is any 
discussion on show participation. People from HDS said that there has not been any fall off. Alamo 
had good turnout for its one show. They went to only one show because GSEC wen on top of their 
Fall show.  CTDS said their mini shows have been full, they did cancel their recognized show. But 
they will have one next May. OK cancelled one show.  

The meeting was adjourned @ 9:45 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


