USDF Region 9 Midyear Meeting Minutes August 1, 2015

The 2015 USDF Region 9 Midyear Meeting was held in Rockwall, Texas with Dallas Dressage Club
hosting and providing excellent hospitality. Many thanks to DDC!

Attendees: Tracy Augustine (ADA), Arlene Gaitan (ADA), Cecilia Cox (ADA & PM delegate), Carolyn
VandenBerg (ADA), Susan Scripac (DDC, NETXDC), Edward Lavallee (Jr/YR), Susan Peacock (ODS), Jan
Colley, Jen Jarvis (CTDS, HDS), Vera Muckleroy (Instructor/Trainer), Tina Zehnder (CTDS), Cean Embrey
(ADU), Carol Schmickrath (ADU), Tammy Glenn (Tristate Dressage), Leslie Rohrer (HDS), Donna Meyer
(BACH, HDS), Dyanna Lawson (FWDC), Peggy Seleskie (FWDC), Barbara Harty (FWDC), Nettie Olsen
(FWDC), Leslee Covington (FWDC), Barbara Lewis (DDC), Alecia Daniel (DDC), Becky Brown (DDC), Kathy
Knappitsch (DDC), Julia Peacock (ODS), Sherry Guess (ODS), Marilyn Kulifay (SEDA), Roxanne Trunnell
(FWDC, HDS), Josette Trunnell.

Regional Business and Committee Reports:

Call to Order and Minutes: Meeting was called to order by Sherry Guess. Peggy Seleske made a
motion to approve minutes, seconded by Leslee Covington, and unanimously passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report is posted on www.usdfregion9.org website and was given by
Nettie Olsen. There was improvement in income due to Omnibus from 2014 to 2015. The FEl Young
Riders are accounted for separately and their income has fluctuated, due to timing of income and

expense. Inez Campbell was commended for her fund raising efforts on behalf of the FEI Young Riders,
since 2015 NAJYRC is her final year. Treasurer’s report was unanimously accepted.

USDF Participating Member Delegates: Region 9 PM Delegates for convention are Paul Kathen, Jan

Colley, Arlene Gaitan, Kat Kyle, Cecilia Cox and Sarah Jane Martin. There was a brief discussion on

some problems with on-line voting.

Adult Education: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Competition Management Committee: Jan Colley reminded everyone that there will be an educational

session for competition management on competition financial success at the USDF Convention on
Saturday afternoon, December 5.

2015 GAIG/USDF Region 9 & SWDC Championships: Houston Dressage Society President, Leslie Rohrer
reported that this year’s theme is “Stirrup Some Fun”. It will be run with the same plan as last year —

Competitor’s Party, Dinner, Silent Auction, Battle of the Barn Baskets, and some team game activities.
Volunteers are needed.

Southwest Dressage Championships is looking for additional patch sponsors and class sponsors, and
anticipates passing out snacks during check-in at the regional Championships. Many thanks to current
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patch sponsors Anna Burtell, Becky Brown and Arlene Gaitan and class sponsors Leslie Rohrer and Bess
Bruton.

FEl Juniors/Young Riders: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

GMO Committee: Jen Jarvis reminded everyone to submit their nominations for USDF Volunteer of the

Year, Regional GMO Volunteer of the Year, Newsletter and Website Awards, and that the deadline is
August 31. These awards will be given out at convention. There is also the Ruth Arvanette Memorial
Grant for those who are going to convention and need financial assistance.

Instructor/Trainer Committee: Vera Muckleroy gave the Instructor/Trainer Committee report and has

collected some great exercises from trainers and instructors to put into a handbook to raise funds for
the region. She is looking for a volunteer to arrange this information into booklet form. Jan Colley
volunteered. There was a short discussion on how to distribute the booklets. One suggestion was to
sell them at each recognized show in Region 9. Also, many people contact Vera for information
regarding trainers, vets, and other supportive services. At the meeting Vera was also fund raising for
Region 9. Trainers Lynn Jones, Grace Harris, Becky Brown, Donna Meyer participated by signing up
with Vera. Vera is hosting “Four Steps to Successful Riding” with Karin Blignault for Instructors and
Riders on November 14-16.

Judges & L Grads Committee: Marilyn Kulifay outlined upcoming Continuing Education opportunities:
January 10 & 11 Katrina Wuest with Austin Dressage Unlimited; October 31 Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez
with Oklahoma Dressage Society; November 14 Freestyle - Joan Darnell with Dallas Dressage Club.

There will be a 2016 L Program in Hernando, Mississippi.

Nominating Committee: Carolyn Vandenberg reported for Jennifer Delmer and reminded everyone to

get the GMO delegate proxies back to USDF. If a GMO is not sending a delegate, then they need to
assign their proxy.

Omnibus: Sherry Guess gave an updated report on the Omnibus advertisers. Their feedback is that
they want the Omnibus posted on-line as a free download. Additional feedback was that the
Instructor/Trainer listing fee was high. The app that had been discussed was not going to pay for itself.
Because advertisers are the main revenue producers of the Omnibus, a motion was made by Carolyn
Vandenberg to post the Omnibus on the regional website for free download, abandon pursuing the
app and reduce the Instructor & Service listing to $30, seconded by Leslee Covington, unanimously
approved. There will be an early deadline this year, so that the Omnibus can be available for sale at
championships.

ParaEquestrian National Championship and CPEDI: Leslie also gave a report on the ParaEquestrian

National Championship, to be hosted by HDS at the end of October. It will be a combination of
ParaEquestrian National Championship, CPEDI, and a regular dressage show. The estimate for
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attendees for the PE Nationals and CPEDI ranges between 15 and 30. Besides competitors from the
US, they think that there will be one or two teams from Canada and possibly one from Mexico.

Region 9 Horse Person of the Year applications are due to Carolyn Vandenberg by August 15. The

plague will be awarded at regional championships.

Region 9 Teaching Excellence Award: There were a number of people interested this year.

Technical Delegate Committee: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Website: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Youth: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

GMO Reports:

Alamo Dressage Association: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Austin Dressage Unlimited: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website. In January 2016,

ADU is planning to have Katrina Wuest at their annual Continuing Education seminar additionally she
speak about Freestyles on Sunday afternoon. At dinner on Saturday night she will design three
freestyles for the winners of the auction. Next May, they plan on hosting the Blue Hair Special
Dressage Show with special awards at Austin Equestrian Center, the new facility south of Bastrop on
May 14-15.

Brazos Association for Classical Horsemanship: Donna Meyer gave the report for BACH. Ashlee Watts

current Vice President has been assisting with handling BACH business due to circumstances. They will
be hosting schooling shows in the Fall at Topsider.

Central Texas Dressage Society: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Dallas Dressage Club: Barbara Lewis, President, brought Regional Championship sweatshirts to sell.

Los Colinas, their primary show facility is closing. DDC is assisting with volunteers at the Eventing
Championships at Texas Rose Horse Park —the AECs will be held September 24-27, with dressage on
the 25t. DDC will host their Yellow Rose show on October 24-25, 2015 at the Texas Rose Horse Park.
DDC is also hosting a Freestyle Continuing Education with Joan Darnell on November 14; an FEl
Junior/Young Rider Clinic on December 19-20 @ Rocking M Stables (Dallas) with Jeremy Steinburg.
Their Spring show next year will be on May 7-8, 2016.

Fort Worth Dressage Society: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.
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Houston Dressage Society: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website. HDS is also hosting a

Conrad Schumacher symposium at Freestyle Farm and Tex-Over Farm September 24-26. Riders to be
selected by application only. There is no cost for auditing HDS members.

North East Texas Dressage Club: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Oklahoma Dressage Society: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Southern Dressage and Eventing Association: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Tristate Dressage Society: See report posted on www.usdfregion9.org website.

Other Regional Business:

The Bee Pape Scholarship fund will be presented to the highest average winner of each of the five
states in USDF Region 9. The fund will be distributed evenly among the top rider in either the Adult
Amateur or Junior/Young Rider divisions from each of the five states of Region 9 at the Great American
Insurance Group/USDF Region 9 Dressage Championships, Southwest Dressage Championships, and
Houston Dressage Society Autumn Classic held October 8-11, 2015. The top rider from each state will
be determined by averaging two scores throughout the four days of the show. The scores may come
from championship or non-championship classes. In the event that a Region 9 state is not represented
by any Adult Amateur or Junior/Young Rider, the amount will be divided by the remaining Region 9
states represented by AA or Jr/YR riders at the show. A running total will be kept during the show and
the top riders in contention for the award will be announced at the Saturday evening dinner. The
winners will be honored at the last awards ceremony on Sunday. The following classes are not eligible:
Materiale, Equitation, Young Horse, Freestyle, Para, Rider Tests, and Introductory. The current balance
of the fund will be divided by the represented states and checks will mailed to the top rider from each
state within 30 days from the end of the show. Members of the Bee Pape family are not eligible to
participate. Winners need not be present at the last awards ceremony, but are strongly encouraged to
attend. Passed unanimously.

The wording of the Policies and Procedures for Reimbursement for Regional Board expenses for
meetings was changed to state that requestors will be reimbursed for half of a shared room. Motion
by Nettie Olson, seconded by Jan Colley. Passed unanimously.

The Region 9 T-shirt art was selected by those present.

The new USDF Region 9 website has been well received. Additional new photos are needed. Short
articles are welcome.

The Midyear meeting for 2016 will be hosted by Central Texas Dressage Society. Tammy Glenn
volunteered the Tri-State Dressage Society to host the 2017 Region 9 meeting in Shreveport, LA.
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Education Grant Guideline Update: In order to be eligible for a Region 9 grant, the educational event
must include lectures and auditor-friendly participation. Riding-only clinics will not be approved.
Applications may be made for up to $500 maximum for each grant and must be submitted at least 30
days prior to event, and include a cover letter that outlines the plan for the event. Motion was made
by Tammy Glenn, seconded by Jan Colley and unanimously passed.

As a memorial fund-raiser in honor of Evie Tumlin, Donna Meyer is organizing a two tempi challenge.
All will be on video, and there will be a video party at Championships.

Roxanne Trunnell, a ParakEquestrian rider new to Region 9, came to the meeting and introduced
herself, and gave a little bit of her background and discussed the Olympics in Rio, sponsorships, and
fund-raising. Welcome to Region 9 Roxanne!

Motion to Adjourn was made by Carolyn Vandenberg.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Kulifay



