USDF REGION 9 MINUTES
December 3, 2020, 1:30 CST
ZOOM MEETING

119 total attendees

Meeting was called to order by Sherry Guess, Region 9 Director. Instructors for the Zoom meeting were given by USDF
representative.

Minutes from previous Convention meeting, December, 2019, were approved as published, with the correction of the
spelling of Carolyn VandenBerg’s name. Jennifer Jarvis moved, Jim Humphreys seconded.

Treasurers report was given by Nettie Olsen and approved as listed on website.
Suggestion was made that the T-shirts and Omnibus make great gifts.

Becky Brown suggested that with the monies in the Region 9 account, more scholarships could be given. It was noted
that scholarships for GMO educational events as well as travel grants for smaller GMOs are available.

Kay Kamish asked what costs Region 9 might incur for the USDF Convention coming up in Houston? The expenses that
would be covered by Region 9 include coffee breaks and a welcome night. This also depends on what is allowable
because of Covid. The cost of the Region 3 Welcome Night Dance party was close to $30,000 !

Sandy Veneman asked if we were sure the USDF Convention was coming to Houston. The answer was yes. Houston in
2021, Lexington in 2022, and Omaha in 2023. This was due to contracts with hotels in those cities.

A request for volunteers for the Reg 9 2021 Region 9 Advisory Group was made. Bess Bruton, Elizabeth Clifton, and
Alecia Daniels volunteered.

Becky Brown gave the NAYC report. The 2020 NAYC Championships were canceled due to Covid. However, the juniors
were active at a variety of other shows, include the USEF National Championships. Sidney Lipar will also be attending the
Robert Dover Horsemanship Clinic in Wellington this winter. An Instagram account was opened for the Jr/YR this spring
to reach this age group. The Battle of the Barns that is normally held at Championships had to be an on-line auction this
year, due to Covid restraints. Becky thanked the individual donors, the GMO donors and the shows that have allowed her
to conduct fund raisers during their events. Seeking new ways to introduce youngsters to the programs offered, she
plans to explore holding Lendon Gray’s Dressage 4 Kids (D4K) grass roots clinics.

Tina Zehnder said CTDS holds schooling shows on a regular basis and would welcome fund raisers.

Chris Renne suggested that since the kids had figured out on how to hold on-line auctions, perhaps they could provide a
Zoom education meeting on how to do that.

Chris Renne reported that the 2020 USDF Regional Championships were only down approximately 20 horses from 2019.
They followed all Covid protocols and had good compliance from attendees. No social events were allowed, but they
tried to find innovative ways to have fun, such as hidden horse shoes throughout the grounds. Bess asked about how
they handled the volunteer situation. Chris reported that although they had a few volunteers, the competitors all
pitched in to work when not showing.



Chris Renne also reported on the April 2020 CDI, which had to be canceled. All sponsors were in place, awards, ordered,
officials organized, but it was one week too early to be held.

Jen Jarvis asked if they lost much money. Chris wasn’t sure, since much of the expense will be rolled forward to the next
CDI.

Fran Kehr stated she didn’t feel there was a need for a CDI in Region 9. Chris responded that HDS is financially stable and
able to put it on. The CDI portion of that show continues to grow. It also provides an education and introduction to the
logistics of CDIs to newer officials, competitors and volunteers. Nancy Hinz added she feels the CDI is important for the
Jr/YR to help prepare them for NAYC. Carolyn VandenBerg felt the CDI is important for even lower level riders to see how
they are held. Becky Brown concurred that having a CDI this close to our riders is important and thanked HDS for
providing it.

Bess Bruton asked if the facility charged a cancelation fee. Chris responded that she wasn’t sure, but they had a good
relationship with GSEC and believed it was another fee that was rolled forward.

Kathy Grace gave the report on SWDC since Sarah Jane Martin was not able to attend. The SWDC meeting was
rescheduled for Dec. 15, 2020, 1 pm CST. It will be a ZOOM meeting and interested parties should email Sarah Jane for
an invitation. Sarah Jane Martin was the only person who filed an application for the position of Chairman of SWDC and
was approved.

It was suggested that due to the uncertainly of Covid restrictions, our 2021 Region 9 meeting should be held by ZOOM
again. It saves money since no travel, plus more people are able to attend. Jim Humphreys moved and Nettie Olsen
seconded the motion. All were in favor. Perhaps in the future we will be able to have a hybrid version.

We ran out of ZOOM time and the meeting was adjourned at 2:45
Respectfully submitted from a recording of the meeting

Sherry Guess



