
Minutes of the meeting of USDF Region 9 on Thursday, December 1, 2016. Our meeting was 
called to order at 9:15 AM by Sherry Guess, Regional Director. She acknowledged and welcomed 
Netti Olson, Treasurer, and Sarah Jane Martin, Secretary. Then all present introduced themselves. 
Present included Amy Allen, Tracy Augustine, Elizabeth Clifton, Jan Colley, Cecila Cox, Kat 
Cromer, Alecia Daniel, Joan Darnell, Pamela DeNore, Arlene Gaitan, Katrina Gerennn, Sherry 
Guess, Susan Howard, Kelly Howe, Jen Jarvis, Kathy Jones, Anne Kuhns, Marilyn Kulifay, 
Nicole Landereneau, Barbara Lewis, Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Regina Milliken, Nettie 
Olsen, Christine Renne, Leslie Rohrer, Susan Skripac, Sandra Thompson, Carolyn VandenBerg, 
Tina Zehnder.  

Jenny Johnson, Executive Director of TDF was given time to talk about the Dressage Foundation.  
George William came into the room and welcomed everyone to the convention. 

Jan Colley moved and Susan Howard seconded to approve the minutes as posted on the website. 
The motion passed. 
Netti Olson gave the financial report. Financial information is posted on the website. She gave a 
separate FEI /JR report. For the last two years the FEI/JRs have spent more money than they 
raised. 

Stephan Hienzsch, USDF Executive Director came into the room and was introduced. He told us 
that Sherry has done a great job for our region. 

Sherry then appointed a finance advisor group for 2017. They consist of Sarah Jane Martin, Joan 
Darnell and Marilyn Kulify. 

We then had a discussion of the Young Riders. This summer the show will be in NewYork so there 
will be more than usual expenses to get the team horses to the show.  

Leslie Rohrer discussed the HDS CDI. This year it will again be a two star therefore they only 
have to hire three judges and it will offer up to GP. (No special or freestyle.) It will happen the last 
weekend of April. They had 28 riders last year. They can accept up to 40. In 2017 they will 
include FEI Children tests. There will be a national championship for children. this coming year.  
The 2016 Regional Championship's numbers were down. The GMO silent auction raised nine 
hundred dollars. Chris Renne was introduced as the new HDS President.  

Sarah Jane Martin gave the SWDC report. She requested sponsorship money. For only $100.00 a 
person can be a patch sponsor which is great all year advertising. The more $500 sponsorships 
SWDC gets the more prize money can be awarded. She reminded that one dollar of every eight 
dollar qualifying fee goes to volunteers. She also reported that the golf cart welcome wagon has 
been a great success. Also she announced that the shows can pay their fees by credit card. Contact 
Marilyn to pay qualifying fees and Sarah Jane to pay show recognition.  

We then discussed grant money available. 

Sherry reminded GMOs to please let USDF know 2017 new officers, ASAP. She also asked the 
shows to get your show information into Nicole for the website as soon as you are recognized. 
Also as soon as you are recognized send in your show recognition to SWDC to get on their 
website. 
Jan Colley volunteered to collect information for 2018. This is because shows can't be published 
until recognized by USEF. Jan will be a clearing house to let other shows know dates and judges. 

Sherry announced that the Region 9 summer meeting will be hosted by BACH August 5th.  

The upcoming vote on the dues increase was discussed. The increase would be effective at the 
beginning of 2018.   

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM. 

Minutes of the meeting of the USDF Region 9 second day. The meeting was called to order by 
Sherry Guess at 7:55 a.m. on Friday December 2nd. Those present included Amy Allen, Tracy 
Augustine, Elizabeth Clifton, Jan Colley, Cecilia Cox, Kat Cromer, Aleciaa Daniel, Joan Darnell, 



Pamela DeNore, Arlene Gaitan, Katrina Geren, Susan Howard, Kelly Howl, Jennifer Jarvis, Kathy 
Jones, Marilyn Kulifay, Anne Kuhns, Nicole Landreneau, Barbara Lewis, Sarah Jane Martin, 
Donna Meyer, Regina Milliken, Netti Olsen, Christine Renne, Leslie Rohrer, Susan Skriipuc, 
Sandra Thompson, Carolyn VandenBerg, Tina Zehnder.   

It was announced that Vera Muckleroy trying to get together instructor trainer conference for 2017 
or 2018. She needs at least 8 people to hold the conference. 
.  
We discussed fee increases. Then Sherry asked if there was anything in meetings yesterday that 
we needed to discuss.  

She encouraged everyone to go to the combined meeting of competitions, officials, and 
competitors.  
We discussed panel judging. Sherry encouraged shows to have panel judging. 

We discussed GMOs. There will be a new GMO award for creativity.  There is a new updated 
USDF GMO website. There is a Facebook GMO officials closed group. 

The Judges committee is considering dropping the rider tests and quadrille tests. They are 
considering having an Adult Equitation year end award. 

It was announce that there are new FEI tests.  Throw all old tests away .  

Sherry asked that people let Alicia know if they want to run for 2017 PM delegate.  

Susan Howard that we approve yesterday’s Treasurers report Arlene seconded the motion and it 
was  approved 

There has been one Adult Education grant application. This was by ADU, for Feb 18 and 19th in 
Georgetown. 

HDS and CTDS have applied for junior rider clinics.   HDS had last year.   

We were advised that your clinic can be listed on the website.  If you have any 1st person articles 
send them to Nicole for the website. 

Check the website for deadlines such as the Region 9 teaching excellence deadline and 
horseperson of the year. 

Requests for meeting reimbursement for the board must be applied for by January 2nd. 

Sherry announced that Arlene continues to put together the omnibus.  We need advertisers.  This is 
how we fund the region. We discussed how to get more. Perhaps multiple year discounts.    

We made $400 on the T-shirts sold at the regional championships. 

We discussed some rules changes  
They are adding children’s classes to required classes for level 3 shows. 
Nose nets need a letter from vet instead of a pres mod going forward.. 
Regional qualifying fee will increase to $15 starting Oct 1st 2017 for the 2018 Championships.  
You will now have to get at least a 57% for championship instead of 55%. 
Level 3 shows must add the preliminary test for 5 & 6 year olds because of qualifying for the 
world breeding championships.  

Adult education seminars for regions are gone.. The money will be redistributed to the regions or 
clinics. Three GMOs in each region that have clinics may get the money for a specific format and 
clinician.   

We adjourned at 9:04 p.m.


