
Minutes of the meeting of USDF Region 9 on Thursday, December 3, 2015. Before we started the Dressage 
foundation gave a brief summary of their function and programs. Our meeting was called to order at 9:21 AM 
by Sherry Guess, Regional Director. She acknowledged and welcomed Netti Olson, Treasurer, and Sarah Jane 
Martin, Secretary. Members present included Amy Allen, Tracy Augustine, Celeste Brown, Elizabeth Clifton, 
Jan Colley, Cecilia Cox, Alecia Daniel, Joan Darnell, Arlene Gaitan, Robin Hudson, Teresa Hurley, Jen Jarvis, 
Kathy Jones, Paul Kathen, Ann Kuhns, Marilyn Kulifay, Kathryn Kyle, Nicole Landreneau, Barbara Lewis, 
Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Nettie Olsen, Susan Peacock, Leslie Rohrer, Karen Silvers, Carolyn 
VandenBerg, Tina Zehnder. 

The minutes were approved as published on the website. Nettie gave the financial report. She noted that the 
numbers are on our website. Sherry reminded us that regional expenses are paid by the regional omnibus 
advertising and it is important for us to support the omnibus. She also reminded that the USDF is tightening 
finance reporting. It is important that expenses are sent on time with invoices. Bess Bruton, Kat Kyle and 
Sarah Jane Martin have agreed to remain the financial committee. The financial report was approved. 

Sherry reminded the GMOs that they need to get their officer information to USDF in a timely manner.  
We discussed upcoming events. There will be an FEI JR/YR clinic in the Houston area. Every region gets one 
a year.  Kathy Jones has been appointed the chairman of the JR/YR committee for Region 9.  

Leslie discussed the 2015 Championship show. There were 376 riders this year. The battle of barns baskets 
raised $1252.00 this year for the Young Riders. She reminded the attendees that the proceeds of the silent 
auction are given to the GMOs. The amount awarded is figured on the percentage of hours volunteered by the 
GMOs. Alamo had the most hours donated and received $834.65. Fort Worth was 2nd with $613.00.  HDS 
hosted the Para Nationals at the end of October. There were 15 riders and 20 horses participating coming from 
both coasts. In 2016 the CDI will be a two star instead of three star. This enables them to hire three judges 
instead of five judges. It will occur the last weekend in April. She noted that again there will be an amateur 
division with prize money. Championship dates for next year are October 6-9 2016. 

Next year summer meeting will be in the central Texas Austin area. The date will be announced soon. 
We then discussed the proposed USDF logo change. 

Stephan Hienzsch, Executive Director of USDF, arrived and addressed the meeting. He said that Sherry Guess 
was a great RD, contributing to the board and representing the region. 

Sherry led a discussion about the option of moving the 2017 finals from KY to Thermal, CA. This will be 
voted on at the BOG meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 AM. 

Minutes of the meeting of the USDF Region 9. The meeting was called to order at 7:55 on Friday December 
3rd by the Regional Director, Sherry Guess. Those present included Tracy Augustine, Amy Allen, Celeste 
Brown, Elizabeth Clifton, Jan Colley, Cecilia Cox, Alecia Daniel, Joan Darnell, Jennifer Delmer, Arlene 
Gaitan, Robin Hudson, Teressa Hurley, Jen Jarvis, Paul Kathen, Vickie Krebsbach, Anne Kuhns, Marilyn 
Kulifay, Nicole Landreneau, Barbara Lewis, Sarah Jane Martin, Donna Meyer, Nettie Olsen, Susan Peacock, 



Leslie Rohrer, Carolyn VandenBerg, Tina Zehnder. 

We discussed the potential location of national finals that will be discussed at the BOG.  

We discussed the Region 9 Educational grants.  ADU has submitted one application. The grants are a 
maximum of $500.00 each with a total up to a maximum of $3000.00 for the year. And the applications should 
be for educational events that will educate a lot of people. 

We were reminded that the USDF fiscal year ends in March.  

Carolyn discussed the new Dressage Foundation Fund created in the name of Veronica Holt.  This fund is for 
grants to help (r) TDs obtain promotion to (R). There are 21 people in the apprentice program this year. 

We were reminded that the teacher excellence award nominations are due in July. This is handled by the   
Dressage Foundation.  

We were reminded that the closing date of the USDF Region 9 Championships is 4 Mondays before the 
Championship show. And a show can only count for one year of qualifying. For SWDC qualifying competitors 
should check the SWDC website.  
  
This year shows are being asked to add Materiale Classes. There will be a materiale championship at the 
Breeders Championships. For qualifying you need 3 scores from 3 different judges. Currently there is no 
Breeds Finals Southern Championship. And new this year vaccinations of horses will be required at USEF 
shows. 
  
Joan Darnell announced that there will be new freestyle tests in 2019. 

Alecia Daniel is the new the Nominating Committee member from region 9. 

USDF is going to discontinue adult education clinic due to lack of attendance.  We discussed clinics, auditors, 
and attendance. We were told that the L program is increasing the % for success and passing with distinction.  

Those that want to get the region 9 newsletter need to sign up with Nicole on the website. 

Jan Colley volunteered to try to coordinate judge hiring for the regional shows. 

Tina announced that CTDS going to raffle a saddle in 2016. 

Sherry told us if you want programs listed on the website you need to notify her and she will send the 
information to Nicole. 

The meeting ended at 9 am. 


