GMO REPORTS 

2009 Region 9 Summer Meeting – Grapevine
Central Texas Dressage Society


The Board has been working hard this year with various events.  Also working hard, to seek out the paperwork necessary for USDF compliance.  We were able to locate the documents and have distributed copies between the Secretary, President and Treasurer to help ensure they will get passed between Boards in the future.


We currently have 120 members, which is down from last year.  Our bank balance as of 7/13/09 was $10,836.12.


Our mini-show manager has already competed three shows, with a profit of $1,202.79 to date.  We continued the popular “themed” aspect of the shows, with one themed, “Supporting our Troops”.  Care packages were collected and sent in support.  We will have three more shows in the fall.  Sally Chionsini will judge one of these and has generously donated her fee towards the Convention Welcome Party.  Thanks, Sally!


The Bluebonnet Classic I & II recognized shows were brought back the weekend of June 13 and 14th.  We had low entries, and lost $641.76, over a very hot weekend.  However, we had great volunteers from within and outside of our club and received many compliments on how well organized it was.  Our award coordinator out did herself with a great array of prizes and ribbons, as well as logoed competitor bags filled with goodies.  We are looking into the possibility of running two one-ring shows next year, due to facility constraints.


We have submitted entries for GMO Newsletter and Website awards.  With the changes to both publications, we are hopeful for good results.


Our clinic coordinator is issuing a survey to try and understand why there is a lack of interest in the clinics.  Hopefully we can revamp interest with changes to our programs.


With the Convention and Symposium around the corner, we are busy getting the Welcome Party organized.  It will be across from the Hotel at Fridays on Wednesday evening.  It is sure to be a Big Lonestar Welcome, with help from our other GMO’s.  Thanks to all who have looked into helping out!  

Respectfully submitted,  

Jen Jarvis, President

Fort Worth Dressage Club

The Fort Worth Dressage Club (FWDC) ended 2008 with a well attended Christmas party - club members met at a favorite Mexican restaurant and were treated to a buffet dinner and a Silent Auction that netted our club over $1000 for our Scholarship Fund. Leslee Covington, our Awards chair, did a wonderful presentation for end of year awards and FWDC's unique awards to recognize members for special contributions thoughout the year.


FWDC also put on a Fall Schooling Show which was well attended and would like to thank Curragh Equestrian Center for the use of their beautiful facilty. Stargate Sporthorse Center donated their facilty for a  2 day clinic with Lena Wedenmark - the clinic was full and FWDC subsidized the major part of the cost to offer members rides with this knowledgable and personable clinician. We would like to thank Stargate for this wonderful opportunity to host a clinic in early Spring and not have to worry about the weather!


We held a trailer cleaning day with several members attending.


Our Spring show was met with many challenges due to the economy and a private organization holding their Recognized show the same week-end. Members really put forth the effort and brought in sponsorships - and we still barely broke even. FWDC counts on our Recognized show to bring in funds to benefit members for the rest of year with dressage related activities. After much deliberation the Board has decided not to put on a Recognized show in 2010. Instead we will put on a series of schooling shows with special end of year awards for our members. We are also planning a Fall scholing show in October.


Caballo Ranch and Kendra Menzies donated a full day clinic to Club members with a bar-b-que lunch which was full with several auditors.


In August we will hold our Scribing clinic -this is a full day with a gourmet lunch included to learn to scribe -On the Level Videos are watched with sample tests and "tips" from experienced scribes to bring along our next generation of scribes!


FWDC offers a scholarship program to all members based on volunteer hours.


FWDC has a large video and DVD library with rentals offered to all members.


We have a Junior/Young rider program.


Carrie Alexander is our new newsletter editor and we plan 4 newsletters a year -I also send out a weekly group e-mail listing what is going on in the area and our club -any dressage clinics, schooling shows  or other dressage offerings I place in this group e-mail with contact numbers.


FWDC has a monthly column in the Southwest Horse Trader.  We are stable with over 70 members - and we remain financially stable.     
Barbara Harty
Houston Dressage Society

Summer 2008 – Summer 2009 HDS Year In Review and 2009 Goals

· HDS 2008 Administration

President:


Kathy Jones

Vice President:

Cal Eller

Secretary:


Charles Saltzer

Treasurer:


Margaret Dhont

Membership:

Nancy Walker Taylor

Recognized Show Chair:
Marilyn Kulifay

Schooling Show Chair:
Jeanette Snow

Historian:


Karen Roepke

Education:


Susan Shiba

Awards:


Laurie Jackson

Special Events:

Sylvia Workman

Vendors and Sponsors:
open position

Juniors


open position

Volunteers:

Jane Holman

Publications:

Syrisse Longbottom

Elections for half of the board will be held in September.  Offices up for election include Secretary, Treasurer, Recognized Show Chair, Membership, Volunteers, Education, and Publications.

· Education
In June 0f 2008, HDS sponsored a continuing education for judges with Joan Humphrey at the summer show.  

In July of 2008, HDS sponsored a Breed Seminar with Hilda Gurney.  The event was held at Canaan Ranch.  

In January of 2009, HDS sponsored a clinic and symposium with Volker Brommann.  The event was held at Canaan Ranch.  On Saturday evening, Volker gave a lecture that was free to all HDS volunteers.

In March of 2009, HDS sponsored a lecture on musical freestyles by Karen Robinson of Applause Dressage which was held on Sunday, March 15th at the very prestigious Pin Oak Charity Horse Show.  In addition, HDS members rode in a two-day clinic with Karen during the Pin Oak Show to educate spectators on the musical freestyles.

HDS is working with ADA to possibly host the “L” program in 2009.

HDS will be sponsoring a scribing clinic.

· Philanthropy
HDS sponsored the Battle of the Barn Baskets at the 2008 SWDC Championships.  Proceeds from this event were given to the Region 9 FEI Junior and Young Riders.  In addition, a time share in Orlando, Florida was given in a raffle for the Region 9 FEI Junior and Young Riders.  The Juniors and Young Riders sold the tickets for the raffle.  Melanie Pai of Canaan Ranch hosted a margarita party to raise money for the Region 9 FEI Junior and Young Rider program.  All totaled, the Region 9 FEI Juniors and Young Riders raised $2,500.  In 2009, the proceeds will be given to the FEI Junior and Young Riders.

In summer 2008, the HDS board voted to donate $500 to the Region 9 FEI Juniors and Young Riders.  In 2009, the gift was  increased to $1,000 and was awarded based on volunteer hours at HDS events.  

At the 2008 SWDC Championships, HDS sponsored a silent auction that distributed funds to the GMO’s in Region 9 that provided items to the auction and volunteers for the show. $1066 was raised for three GMO’s that sent volunteers:  FWDC, CTDS and DDC.  In 2009, HDS will be hosting the Great American/USDF Region 9 Championships and will extend the same profit sharing incentive to the other GMO,s.

In 2008, HDS donated $300 to Leslie Fan in order to help her put on a Balimo clinic held at Canaan Ranch.

In 2009, HDS will reinstate the $150 scholarship program. Two recipients each in the Open, Amateur and Junior Divisions will be eligible to win the scholarship. 

In 2009, HDS donated an entry to the Karen Robinson Musical Freestyle Lecture to the Dallas Dressage Club for the silent auction at their annual awards banquet.

In 2009, HDS will provide free vendor space at all shows to groups sponsoring therapeutic riding programs.  In 2008, HDS provided free vendor space to a thoroughbred rescue group and they were able to raise over $500 in donations for their charity.

· Horse Shows
HDS hosts five shows: the Winter Show in January, the Spring Classic in April (High  Performance Qualifier), the Summer Show in June, the Laborious Day Show in September and the SWDC Championships in October/November.   In 2009, HDS will host five shows, including the Great American/USDF Region 9 Championships.  

USEF recently named the HDS sponsored SWDC Championships, Spring Classic and Summer Show as qualifiers for the NAJYRC and/or the developing dressage horse programs.  In addition, the 2009 Spring Classic has been named a High Performance Qualifier and will be extended to a three-day show.  On the first day, HDS will also incorporate a breed show.

HDS hosted the Adult Team Championships at the Summer Show in June of 2009. 

In 2009, HDS will help sponsor a year-end Schooling Show Championships.  The show will be held at Sienna Stables in Missouri City, Texas.  Dinah Babcock and Sue Malone Casey will be the judges.

HDS will host the 2009 Great American/USDF Region 9 and Southwest Dressage Championships.  HDS was just awarded the 2010 Great American/USDF Region 9 Championships.

· Recognitions
In 2009, HDS held the banquet at the Cadillac Bar and the entertainment included karaoke.  Awards included embroidered Ariat jackets for the Champions and embroidered Ariat vests for the Reserve Champions.

In 2009, Christine Smith-Byerly was the recipient of the Charlotte Raisbeck Good Sportsmanship Award and Carrie Chaffin was awarded the Bushager Memorial Scholarship.  The Bushager Memorial Scholarship was established in 1989 by the widow of Joe Richard Bushager, Lauralyn Bushager, in honor of late husband.  Joe Bushager was one of the original founders of the Southwest Dressage Championships.  He was dedicated to bringing dressage to the southwest region of the country.   The Bushager Scholarship is given annually by HDS to an individual that has shown and continues to show a dedication in the pursuit of training and excellence in dressage.

HDS nominated Tim Martin for the 2009 Region 9 Volunteer of the Year.  Tim won the award.

HDS nominated Kassidy Peacock from Helotes, TX as the USDF Junior Volunteer of the Year.  Kassidy won the award.

Paul Kathen won a best article award. 

Sally Chionsini was rewarded with the Region 9 Horseperson of the Year Award.

· Membership

As of August 4, 2009 HDS has 327 members.  

Kathy Jones

Llano Estacado Dressage Association


2009 has been a busy and fun year for the Llano Estacado Dressage Association. To date, LEDA has put on four schooling shows that have had anywhere from 50-70 rides each. There are plans for two more shows before the end of the year and we are hopeful that they are just as successful as the others!

This year we have launched a new activity called LEDA Learning. This is an opportunity for members to learn skills from other members like first aid, braiding, and lounging. A lot of the things we cover may seem basic, but a lot of people have always had trainers and barn managers take care of these things for them so have never had the opportunity to learn. Even the more experienced people have found that they can learn something new when someone else is leading a discussion. 

LEDA is also planning on hosting a play day in October where people come to do fun races, trail/obstacle courses, and other fun activities. We did this event last year and it was a lot of fun and something different for dressage riders to participate in. While this was geared toward the younger riders, we had an equal number of adults that participated and might have had even more fun than the kids!

LEDA is now 45 members strong which is something as a small GMO in West Texas, we are very proud of. Four years ago, we were struggling to meet the minimum 25 member requirements in order to keep the club going and now we not only meet the requirements, but we have members that are all very active participants and work to make our GMO as much fun as possible.      
Renee Smola
Oklahoma Dressage Society
Annual Report
       
· Education      In February we hosted the Alf Alfenstaedt clinic with 6 riders and  22 auditors.  It was a wonderful experience and we hope to have another clinic with him in the fall. 



In March we had a clinic with Sarah Martin and Janice  Dulak.  This clinic was unique in that Janice Dulak is a renown Pilates teacher and Sarah Martin is a certified 4th level instructor.  

                                   In this format Janice was the voice of the rider and Sarah was the voice of the horse.  Participates had the opportunity to experience pilates  exercise in the morning and  ride in the afternoon.  Everyone really enjoyed being able to put the pilates work to practical use on their horses.We had 12 riders and 7 participating auditors.   We were able to get a grant to help with this clinic.

 

                                     In June we had our 2nd Annual Adult Camp.  The camp was 3 1/2 days and  was such a great chance for people to come and totally focus on their dressage education.  

                                     Lodging, meals, stall, and lessons were included in the camp price.  We had 28 campers and 8 auditors.  Two clinicians returned from last year Sarah Martin and Louis St. Amour.  Dolly Hanson was our third clinician and worked extremely well with the other two.

· Schooling Shows      ODS recognizes 15 schooling shows each year in the state of Oklahoma.  These shows give our membership an opportunity to experience a show environment close to home. More than 148 people attend these shows annually.  ODS has hosted a Schooling Show Championship for the past three years.   



Last year this Championship was held in Tulsa, OK. We're proud  of our members who participate in these shows and their Championship is as close to a recognized show as we can make it. 

· AGM Meetings      We have 2 AGM meetings annually.  They are in January and July.  This year for our Summer meeting we are touring the OSU Veterinarian clinic in Stillwater, OK.  There will be several vets on hand to lecture on new technology.  

Our board meets every 6 weeks to do the everyday business of running a club of this size.  This meeting is open to the membership. Our membership numbers run between 210-230 annually. 

· Recognized Show       We have one recognized show per year and one of our chapters has a recognized show each year.
 

· Regional Championship  The 2008 Region 9 Championships were hosted by ODS.  Through the wonderful support of our sponsors and volunteers this show was a success.  Our show management worked smoothly with the exhibitors.  There was a unfortunate accident during the awards presentation on Saturday night.  
                               On Sunday we had our awards presentation without the horses and everyone seemed to enjoy it.    
 Debbie Nutt
Tri-State Dressage Society


It’s a full year for schooling shows and clinics for Tri-State Dressage Society.  

Shows:  March 21, May 2, June 20, October 3, and November 21 (to include our first ever championship show).   Additional affiliated shows September 6 and September 20.

Clinics:  March 22-23 (Betsy Gosling), May 3-4 (Sally O’Connor), September 21-22 (Sally O’Connor), and October 4-5 (Bobbie Paulk).  In addition, Vice President Marsha Murray has booked a popular series of clinics throughout the year with Wolfgang May.


Our new expanded Board membership and added “TSDS Buck” incentive program have improved the level of volunteering this year, and we seem to be having a lot of fun together.

George Newtown, President TSDS
BACH


Membership currently at 64.  Treasury at $7800.

Our major event in 2009 was to host a Jane Savoie workshop and 
clinic.  This event was a huge success thanks to the organizational skills 
of BACH member Cynthia Werner.  It was held at the newly opened Brazos 
Exposition Center.  Jane gave one of her famous motivational talks, and 
then with demonstration horses/riders, took the audience of ca. 75 through 
the levels of training.  The second day was lessons only with some of the 
same riders from the day before.  This event was supported by dressage 
riders/trainers from all over the Region.  BACH also received financial 
support by way of grants from the USDF and from Region 9.  If others in the 
region wish to host such an event, Cynthia has records of all that we did 
to make it such a success.

BACH has two schooling shows each year.  Financial profit from those shows 
is not huge, however the shows are helpful to the membership.  Long term 
BACH member Ginni Cifelli manages these shows at Topsider Farm.

BACH has had several evening programs.  In preparation for the Jane Savoie 
workshop, the group watched Jane's videos;  a lecture/slide show on various 
horse injuries by Tamara Swor at the TAMU vet school was followed by an 
informational discussion on what one could expect from various insurance 
coverages led by Donna Meyer.  A video night is planned for watching the 
popular DVD "If Horses Could Speak" and another event is planned in the 
fall as a visit to a local facility that has an underwater treadmill for 
rehabilitation of injured horses.

BACH's award-winning newsletter continues to be reliably informational and 
on time, thanks to Elisha Thombley.

BACH will support the national USDF convention in Austin in December 
according to what Bess R. suggests, and we hope that many of our members 
will attend such a nearby meeting.
BACH's annual meeting is combined with an annual holiday/Christmas party.

Marcetta Darensbourg

ALAMO DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION

ACTIVITY REPORT FIRST HALF 2009

Summary

Alamo Dressage Association enjoyed a very active period during the first half of the

year 2009, as further described in the paragraphs below.

Horse Show

The ADA Spring Show was the largest show held by this club in several years, and

was financially successful. We upgraded the ribbons, prizes, medals and awards.

This resulted in many compliments from the competitors. It was an YR qualifying

event that drew an additional group of riders. We were careful not to run it against

any other show on the same weekend. With the increased club membership we had

a more than adequate staff of volunteers which made the show run very smoothly.

We conducted classes in three rings, two of them in the same facility with the stall

areas, and the third in an outdoor arena with excellent footing.

Education

A principal aim of the ADA is to educate horse and rider in the sport of dressage.

With that in mind, we devoted some of our horse show profits to a series of

subsidized clinics in which ADA members may take low cost lessons provided by the

professional members of the Club. The pros qualify to participate by donating a

day of free instruction at our annual Christmas Clinic. We bring the entire club

together on the weekend between Christmas and New Year’s Day for a massive

clinic at Retama Equestrian Center where any member can, for a nominal fee, take

a lesson from one of our trainers, have lunch, watch upper level demonstrations,

talk to our resident vets and farriers about problems, and socialize with each other.

We conducted more than 50 lessons in one day during the clinic.

We sponsored a marathon clinic featuring Christian Bachinger, a third generation

Spanish Riding School bereiter, during early July. For ADA members we offered

his lessons at half price. We drew riders from our own club, Austin, Dallas and

Houston. It proved to be a great draw, with Bachinger working six days at four

locations in the San Antonio area. We topped the clinic off with a fancy party at the

Galo estate where Bachinger made an excellent presentation on the Paris show

where the Portuguese, Spanish, Austrian and French classical equitation groups put

on a spectacular show together for the first time. He rode in the presentation

himself, and brought a most interesting video of the event.

Chapter Activities

Our Austin chapter, Austin Dressage Unlimited, has been very active in the

education field. They have put together a brilliant effort to assist in educating

aspiring dressage riders in their ADU University. The ADU University has build a

comprehensive plan for developing riders, which involves a mentoring program

where more experienced riders are assigned to students. The students keep logs of

their activities, report to their mentor for review, and are assigned goals to keep

their efforts focused. A system of awards and recognition for achievement has been

worked out. Presently about 35 ADU members are enrolled in the program, and

they are pleased with the results. In addition, ADU has run practice horse shows

where riders can ride tests, be graded, and critiqued, without the pressure or

expense of a regular horse show.

Membership

ADA continues to grow, and are approaching a total membership of around 330

riders. We find that our increased tempo of operations has greatly enhanced our

membership growth as well as our retention rate. Every time that we do something

in the way of shows, clinics, or events, we pick up a few new members. The

establishment of the chapter in Austin has been provided fresh blood, and a lot of

enthusiasm and new ideas as well.

Communications

ADA has cut the Stall Street Journal back to a publishing schedule of six times a

year. In large part this cut in communications has been made up for by the

establishment of a rapid, mass communications system developed by our

membership chair which allows us to send out bulletins on any topic of interest to

the membership by electronic means.

In addition, we are reworking our website, updating it with a new look, and easier

navigation. The new website should be up and running in September.
Bill Askins – President ADA 
