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2010 Report from “The Dressage Foundation”

Of course the major project for Region 9 this year has been preparation for the National Convention in Austin.  As a region we should thank those that put so much time and effort into this meeting.  The Region 9 folks that have gone to the mat to get this done, the major players are Jan Colley, Jen Jarvis, Carolyn VandenBerg, , Cynthia Castleberry, and of course our RD, Bess Reineman.  The sponsors for all that makes for a wonderful USDF Convention are listed below.  Thank you all for the wonderful work you have done.  We can be proud of “Our Convention”!!

Welcome Party at TGI Fridays:

Central Texas Dressage Society   $2000.

Houston Dressage Society             $1600. 
Convention Pins:
Oklahoma Dressage Society  $500

Bandannas to give out at the welcome party. 

Decorations for the Gala / Banquet:

Alamo Dressage Association   $400.


Decorations for the Gala / Banquet:

Bert & Castus:                             $200.
Sally Chionsini

Making the table centerpieces & decorate:
Carolyn VandenBerg      
Music CD for the Gala/ Banquet:
Bess Reineman  

We also want to thank all the volunteers !!!
For without you the convention would not go
as well !!!! 
Appreciate everyone that helped !!!! 

Memento / gift for the gala/ banquet attendees:
Star Wine Stopper
BACH             $500 
Meeting Break:
Dallas Dressage Club   $1500.

Meeting Break: 

Alamo Dressage Association  $1500

Coordination of volunteers & help with decorations for the gala / banquet: 

Jan Colley
Cynthia Castleberry
Poster and Bulletin Board & help decorate: 
Jen Jarvis

Adult Education: 

We have been working on the wording of a helmet disclaimer.      
 USDF highly recommended all riders wear protective headgear when mounted.
Once approved, ALL USDF University Accredited programs, where mounted instruction is done, will be asked to include this statement as a disclaimer. 
Our clinician for the 2010 Adult Clinics will be Charlotte Bredahl-Baker:

 
“Charlotte Bredahl-Baker has been a long-time supporter of educational opportunities for adult riders and it's therefore quite fitting that she is the 2009-2010 clinician for the Platinum Performance/USDF Adult Clinic Series. Charlotte will be traveling the country in the ultimate outreach program, offering a clinic in each of the USDF's nine regions, with the first one being launched October 17-18 at Magnolia Farms in Live Oak, Florida. The theme of the 2009-2010 Platinum Performance/USDF Adult Clinic Series is "The Quest of the Pyramid" – the training pyramid, that is. And if ever there was a clinician who could bring multiple perspectives to the table, it's Charlotte. A breeder, trainer, competitor and judge, she understands the world of dressage from every perspective. Her own quest to obtain her FEI "C" license has really improved both her coaching of riders and her own show riding. "Going through all the judges training really improved my test riding. I understand where one can get the extra points and I think it really has improved my eye. In turn, it has really improved my coaching," Charlotte said.” Dressage Dailey                         

Region 9- USDF Adult Clinic with Charlotte Bredahl-Baker
March 20-21, 2010
Clifton Farms/Midsouth Dressage Academy
Hernando, MS
Elizabeth Rice <info@midsouthdressageacademy.org>
Submitted by Evie Tumlin Adult Ed. Coordinator

Awards: 

To be discussed at Convention- Please come to the meeting if you have any other topics you feel need to be addressed or let me know!

1.      Clarify when the non-freestyle scores are required to be earned

for the musical freestyle award.  

2.      Discuss the possibility of the Brentina Cup test being

equivalent to Intermediate II and the Grand Prix Young adult test being

equivalent to Grand Prix for USDF award purposes.

Submitted by Donna Meyer

Region 9 Awards Coordinator
Competitors: 


There is not much to report in regards to evaluations of horseshows. I only received two evaluation forms and both reflected positive on the shows.

Respectfully submitted, Paul Kathen

Region 9 Competitors Coordinator

FEI Jr/YR:

The Region 9 FEI Juniors and Young Riders have already started trying to qualify for the NAJYRC for 2010.  We have 12 qualifying competitions in our region for the 2010 qualifying period.  Thanks so much to the Houston Dressage Society for again donating the proceeds of the Battle of the Barn Baskets to the FEI Jr/YR Fund.  Anna Burtell, Melaine Lipar and Paragon Stables are busy with fundraising plans for next year.  If anyone would like to volunteer or has any ideas for fundraising please give one of them a call.  As always the support of our Region’s members is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully submitted, Joan Darnell

Region 9 FEI Jr/YR Coordinator
Region 9 Horse Person of the Year: 

Lyndon Rife, was presented the prestigious 2009 Horseperson of the Year. His bio, and photo can be seen on the Region 9 website. Congrats Lyndon !!!! 

Instructors/Trainers:

As of now we are still going over the formats that are to be changed and put into print.  There are lots of changes coming to the Certification Courses and how they will be put on. I am not allowed to say what they are until after the Convention, so I will have a more thorough report after then. 


The USDF Classical Training of the Horse will have some changes made.


There are some programs that will come to an end that have titles, so they will have to gradually be ended since some may be in the process of trying to fulfill those.


I will be having an Instructors Certification Course at my farm and have already talked with Vicki O’Neal to be my first faculty and we start with the Riding Phase.  Vicki is going to call me with her dates available and I want to start in the Winter and hopefully have a testing in the fall.


USEF is having a Pilot Youth/Pony Program and Instructors will get Continuing Education for attending this.


I regret that I cannot tell you more as of now.

Respectfully submitted, Vera Muckleroy

Region 9 Instructor/Trainer Coordinator

L Grads and Judges Committee


Austin Dressage Unlimited has tentatively scheduled "Upgrading Your Judging Eye" with Gary Rockwell (FEI "O") in Austin, Texas on February 20-21, 2010.

 
Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Kulifay
Region 9 L Grad & Judges Committee Chair  

Region 9 Newsletter Editor: 

Carrie Schwab will be helping again, after Jan 1st with sending out the regional news. 

Nominations: 


Congrats to those that voted on the PM Delegates. Region 9 had the highest Total % Return of the ballots sent, with a 21.435 %.  That includes a combined -mailed and online ballot vote.

Beginning in 2010, paper ballots for PM delegate and Youth Executive Board

elections will be discontinued “unless requested” by the member, and the

primary method of voting will be online. As a result, a smaller Canvassing

Committee is anticipated for counting paper ballots annually.

Thanks again to Gillian Gourlay, and Jeanette Snow for volunteering as the canvassing committee. 

Convention Delegates: Thanks for representing Region 9 !!!! 

PM Delegates: 

Sally Chionsini (email ) 

Paul Kathen (email )
Leslie Cummings (email ) 

Kathryn Kyle (email )
Sarah Jane Martin (email ) 

Evelyn Tumlin (email )

GMO Delegates: 

ADA: 
    Cindy Dix Weathersbee- cindydix@ktc.com>
Ark DS:   Sherry Guess- GuessDrsg@aol.com>

BACH:    Sarah Jane Martin- seabrz@consolidated.net
CTDS:    Jen Jarvis- jen_bill_bmw@msn.com
DDC:      Teresa Deeter- tdeeter1@sbcglobal.net
FWDC:   Teresa Deeter
HDS:       Kathy Jones- kkj3156@sbcglobal.net
LEDA:     Renee Smola- LEDAdressage@hotmail.com
MSEDA:  Elizabeth Rice- elizabeth@cliftonfarms.net
ODS:       Sherry Guess
SEDA:     Christy Sanantonio- christy.sanantonio@gmail.com
Tri-State: Marsha Murray-  murrayml@juno.com
Submitted by Kat Kyle, Nominations Coordinator

Omnibus: 

2010 Omnibus is slated to be available on the Region 9 Website about Dec. 14th. And mailed soon after that date. 

Final accounting – as to income / expenses will be available after Jan 1st. 

ParaEquestrian

Updated the website with ParaEquestrian events.

1.       The 2010 tests have been released. A link to the FEI site has been added.
2.       The 101 ParaEquestrian has been posted

The affiliate for Para Equestrian has been established – US Para Equestrian Association (USPEA).  The goal of this organization is establish grassroots to national level events for ParaEquestrian sports which will feed into USEFs international program. The organization has hosted two clinics to date. A Freestyle clinic hosted on the east coast and a Ride-A-test clinic hosted on the west coast.
Respectfully submitted,  Lynn Seidermann, Region 9 PE Committee Chair 

Region 9 Teaching Excellence Award: 

Marie Morgan was presented with the 1st annual Teaching Excellence Award. 

Marie’s bio, and photo can be seen on the Region 9 Website. 

Thanks to The Dressage Foundation for their guidance, support, and maintenance of the fund. 

Technical Delegate: 

Mission:

To provide education and an organized voice for Technical Delegates within Region 9 and communicate with Technical Delegates Council.  Communicate with TD’s within Region 9 of news and pending changes regarding rules.
Goals:

1. Review United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) rules and rule change proposals. 

2. Encourage regional participation of Technical Delegates to work with the TD Council in obtaining our Mission and Goals collectively.

2009 Objectives:

1. Assist the Council in revision of the TD Check List.

2. Assist TD Council in reviewing information updates on USEF and USDF Website regarding communications for Technical Delegates and availability of various documents and forms when necessary.

3. Have the Technical Delegate information updated and current on the Region 9 Website. Updated the 2010 USEF Entry Agreement

4. Communicate and Encourage Competition Management to make full use of the valuable resources a Technical Delegate can afford in pre-show preparations.

5. Phone conferences with all Regional Coordinators to develop Job Descriptions for the Regional Coordinators.

6. Improve advertisement for the Technical Delegate Apprentice program so more individuals may become interested to attend.

7. Assisted in Budget reduction development for TD Council with USDF

Progress to Date:

· Work is in progress on revisions for the TD Check List.  

· The TD Co-op List was updated in January 2008.
· Reduced TD Council Budget
· Updating the Region 9 Website with current Technical Delegate contact information for the Omnibus 2010.
· Made suggestions and recommendations for the TD apprentice clinic 2009 to be held in Austin.  Set fee schedule and meal options.
· Held effective phone communications with all TD regional coordinators 
Develop a Job Description for Technical Delegate Regional Coordinator

REGIONAL TECHNICAL DELEGATE COORDINATOR

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Notify Technical Delegates in the Region of extraordinary and periodic rule changes and clarifications.

2. Encourage communication with Technical Delegates in the Region and be available to answer rule and policy questions when possible.

3. Be aware of rule change proposals published by USEF each year and encourage Technical Delegates in the Region to use the opportunity to comment on the changes.

4. Provide support to new Technical Delegates and encourage qualified candidates to consider becoming licensed Technical Delegates.  

5. Provide up-to-date licensing information and encourage qualified candidates to become licensed Technical Delegates. 

6. Participate in USDF Technical Delegate Council activities and forward appropriate messages to Technical Delegates in the Region.

7. Be available to answer questions from competitions and competitors.  Encourage competition managers and competitors to be aware of the rules and regulations of USEF and USDF.

8. Communicate with the Regional Director.

Respectfully Submitted, Dr Sandra F Marx, Region 9 TD Coordinator

Youth: 


Our Council is working on every program to update and refine according to the limits put on us by the USDF belt tightening. We have “saved” some of our Programs by changing them to outlines and suggested venues because our USDF budget in now minus several grants and office time. BUT, we remain hopeful that things will get better. One addition we are working on and has yet to be submitted is a USDF Regional Youth Clinic. We will organize it similar to the USDF Regional Youth Competitions.

GCC Claremore OK scheduled the 2010 Regional Youth Competition North and I hope I will hear from Texas for a South one.


The USDF web site will be a little behind us and is difficult for first time moms and youth to find their information. I have included the places to find Youth information on the USDF site…at  www.dressageteams.com  . I will not update the Regional site until the USDF board has approved all our changes and additions from the USDF Youth Council ... hopefully at the winter meeting for implementation next April. 

I would very much appreciate youth information and the name and contact of your youth person from each GMO. Please and Thank you.

Submitted by Mary Wetzel, Youth Regional Coordinator

Youth Executive Board – Region 9 Rep


Our discussions consist of finding ways to really reach out to the youth within our regions. Currently we are working on how to interact with our regional youth. We want to direct them towards their representative so that they know they can come to us with questions and ideas. 

We want the youth of our sport to be aware of the USDF Youth Board and familiar with their representative. Projects such as facebook pages, magazine articles, and flyers are in progress of being published. With these tools we feel the interaction and communication between the youth representative and their region will be more periodic, than every other horse show. Another project in the making is some kind of clothing line for the USDF youth. 

Our last few meeting have been focused on organizing projects for the USDF convention. The silent auction has been a priority of ours the last 2 mouths. The board has had a few set-backs due to finding a reliable conference call program that we can stay within USDF's budget. Our last meeting was a few weeks ago with a new program and hopeful after the convention we will be back on track with our projects. :)=
Submitted by Faith Morris, Region 9 YEB Rep. 
Web Site for End of year 2009

The Region 9 web site has been redesigned and active since early this year. Feedback has been positive so far, and we continue to strive to offer the information people need, in as timely a manner as possible. 

Some interesting statistics: Since the end of January, 2009, we’ve had 5745 unique visitors to the site. Traffic peaked in September with 1,075 unique visitors. Traffic has been holding steady at approximately 800 visitors per month, looking at approx 3-4 pages each. (Translation: this is good, it means the site is ‘sticky’ and people stay for awhile.) The five most visited pages on the site right now are: Region 9 Championships, Show Calendar, Instructors and Trainers, HPOY Recipients, Weekly E-News.


Other interesting things to note: the site is hosted by EasyASP Hosting. For a period of four months, no site statistics are available because they apparently ‘had a problem’ – therefore our year to date statistics are somewhat skewed. Also affecting the site statistics is the number of people trying to hack the site. For a short period in mid-summer the site was unavailable due to a nasty hack. I rectified the problem, but since they got in once, they are repeatedly trying to do so – as much as 50% of our site traffic is hack attempts. I am not fully convinced of the security of this hosting provider, and am somewhat skeptical of the accuracy of the site statistics available.

(RD note: Nicole just changed the host, to a more secure one.)


Please feel free to contact Nicole if you have any questions/comments/concerns or suggestions which would help make our site better. 

Submitted by, Nicole Landreneau, Web site Region 9 Chair   
232 River Point Dr, Destrehan, LA 70047

985-725-1137

nmiller@millermark.com or offcoursenews@hotmail.com
2010 Funding for USDF from “The Dressage Foundation”

It is with pleasure that we jointly write you this letter to apprise you of the funding support that The Dressage Foundation will be providing to USDF during calendar year 2010. 

We have organized this memorandum in four parts, as follows:

I. Funding directly to USDF

II. Funding to USDF members, GMOs/Chapters

III. New TDF Programs coming on line in 2010

IV. TDF Staff and Management Changes

I. Funding Directly to USDF

A. USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series. The Dressage Foundation is pleased to meet your request of $13,000 for funding these clinics in 2010. This money will come from the

”Renee Isler Dressage Support Fund” at the Foundation.


B. USDF/USEF YR Graduate Program. The Dressage Foundation is glad once again to provide $15,000 in funding support for this fine program in 2010. Lendon Gray arranged this funding from a Foundation Donor who wishes to remain anonymous.


C. Continuing Education for Judges and USDF “L” Program Graduates. The Dressage Foundation is proud and pleased to re-instate this funding to $7200 for 2010, permitting USDF to offer one grant in the amount of $800 in each of nine USDF Regions. Participants have consistently rated these programs at the highest level. In the last few years, some of the clinicians have been Janet Foy, Marilyn Heath, Melissa Creswick, Sandy Howard, and Joan Humphrey.

II. Funding to USDF Members, GMOs/ Chapters

We’re going to take the time and space in this memorandum to itemize the growing abundance of funding support that is available from TDF for USDF members and GMO/Chapters. 

Details and application procedures for the following Funding help are available on our website at www.dressagefoundation.org. 

A. The Carol Lavell Gifted Fund offers nine $900 training scholarships annually to adult amateurs, one in each USDF Region. Applicants must be a member of USDF and a member of a GMO in the region for which they apply.


B. Violet M. Hopkins Fund offers funding to USDF GMOs to conduct educational clinics, camps, and seminars for their member riders. Nineteen GMO’s received Hopkins Funds grants in 2009 totaling $24,750 from Foundation funds.


C. Continuing Education for Instructors Fund. This is a newer Fund established by Maryal Barnett and Family, which provides $10,000 annually, for $1000 grants to ten GMOs/Chapters. North West Florida Chapter of DSCTA, Alamo Dressage, and Connecticut DCTA have held clinics so far, to rave reviews about clinicians Vicki Hammers O’Neil, Sophie Clifton, and Sandy Howard. This Fund offers wonderful new programmatic help, and we hope more GMOs will apply to take advantage of this Fund.


D. Dancing Horse Fund, which promotes Freestyle at all levels, has awarded eight GMO grants in 2008-2009.


E. USDF Region 9 Teaching Excellence Award is a $5,000 annual grant to recognize and honor an outstanding Region 9 Dressage Instructor. Marie Morgan is the first recipient and received a $5,000 check from The Dressage Foundation in October 2009.


F. Renee Isler Dressage Support Fund was established to give a financial boost to those YRs who need it, in order for them to participate in the USDF FEI Jr/YR Clinic Series. The Fund offers $800 grants annually, as needed, one in each of USDF’s nine regions.


G. Carol Lavell Advanced Dressage Prize is an annual $25,000 grant to give financial assistance for coaching and training to a talented, committed, qualified rider whose plan is to reach and excel at the elite standards of high performance Dressage. Jan Brons is the first recipient of this Prize in 2009. This Fund balance is sizable and can, as of 2009, provide this $25,000 annual Prize for the next fifteen years.


H. Anne Barlow Ramsay Grant of $25,000 with the purpose to showcase talented American-bred horses, ridden by U.S. citizens, by providing money to train and compete in Europe. James Koford and his Dutch Warmblood, Rhett, were the first recipients of this grant in 2009. This Fund contains the “remainder” money of a Charitable Remainder Trust established by Dr. Ramsay in 1998, and will fund this annual grant for the next five years. Dr. Ramsay, in 2009, established a second Charitable Remainder Unitrust, which will perpetuate this funding far out into future years.


I. Olympic Dream Program was conceived by Olympian Michael Poulin and launched in 2000. This Program provides the funding to send four top Young American Dressage riders with two adult chaperones to Europe for a two-week introduction to European Dressage trainers, riders, facilities and events. Donors fund this Program with approximately $30,000 each year, which to date, has given thirty-two talented young American Dressage riders this “once-in-a-young lifetime” experience.


J. Major Anders Lindgren Scholarship is available annually to a Dressage Instructor, especially those in the USDF certified pool, Training through Fourth Level. This $6,000 award is to help with study abroad to improve teaching and training skills.

III.    New Foundation Funds/Programs being prepared for debut in 2010

A. Lessons in Dressage, Fund-Raising and Giving is an exciting new program, conceived by Karin Reid Offield. This Program addresses what young riders will need throughout their careers: continuous horsemanship training and money. The Program will be divided into three modules of twelve lessons each, on horsemanship, fund-raising and giving which will be taught through webinars on secure websites. A focus group of young riders is reacting to the program now, and we hope to move the program from the R & D stage into the equestrian marketplace in 2010.


B. The Sally Swift Memorial Fund is being established in honor and special remembrance of Sally Swift with Donations from her friends and supporters to provide financial support to organizations that present Centered Riding Clinics to their members. Grants in an amount up to $1000 will be available to organizations that apply and are approved by the joint Centered Riding and The Dressage Foundation’s distinguished Selection Committee. Here’s another great educational clinic idea for USDF GMOs/Chapters!


C. Emerging Dressage Star Program was conceived by Olympians, and now being “sketched out” on the drawing boards, the goal of which will be to search out and nurture our country’s brightest young talent through clinics, training camps, and eventually even funded competitive tours abroad. This exciting and innovative effort is being styled after the existing Emerging Athlete program for young jumper riders developed by the United States Hunter/Jumper Association (USHJA). Stay tuned!


D. Trip Harting Memorial Fund is being established by friends, students and admirers of Trip Harting, a beloved coach and clinician who died on August 21, 2009 in Los Angles, CA. The Fund’s purpose, once up and running in 2010, will be to provide $500 Scholarships to a USPC current or graduate B or A, to assist in attending the USDF “L” Education Program, or USDF Instructor Certification Program. Here’s more “help on the way” to enhance an important Program of USDF.

IV.    Changing of the Guard

At the end of 2009, John and Lynn Boomer will dismount from their leadership roles at The Dressage Foundation during the last dozen years, as they step into retirement. Jenny Johnson and Melissa Filipi are the new staff of The Dressage Foundation, and have been under-going intensive training during 2009. You will love working with them!


Finally, Lendon Gray, President and CEO of The Dressage Foundation since September of 2008, is resigning her position effective December 31, 2009. One of the equestrian world’s busiest ladies, Lendon has become super-busy in recent days, with programs like the “USEF Dressage Youth/Pony Pilot Program” placed onto her already strong shoulders. Lendon spoke with the Foundation Board earlier this Fall to tell the Board that she will continue to be a good friend and booster of The Dressage Foundation, its Mission and its work.

Submitted by John Boomer. 

